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BOoksS ju Publiſhed ly G. KRARSTET. 
THE GENTLEMAN ANGLER. Containing brief 
and plain inſtructions by which the young beginner may 
in a ſhort time become a perfect artiſt in angling for all 
kinds of fiſh. With ſeveral Obſervations on Rods, 
and Artificial Flies: alſo the Method of chuſing the beſt 
Hair and Indian Graſs ; and the proper times and ſeaſons for 
River and Pond Fiſhing ; when Fiſh Spawn ; and what 
Baits are chiefly to be uſed. Alſo An APPENDIX, con- 
taining the art of: Rock and Sea Fiſhing ; and an Alphabe- 
tical ä of the Technical Words uſed in the Art 
of Angling. —Price 18. 6d. - ' 


By a GEN TMA of Beaconsfield, who has made it his 
Diverſion upwards of Fourteen Years. 


| II. | 

The following intereſting Compilation has been received with the 
firongeſt Marks of Approbation, particularly among the commercial 
and trading Ranks of Society, for whoſe Accommodation it is in- 
tended, Price One Shilling. 5 | 

A TABLE of TRADES, for the afliſtance of Parents 
| and Guardians, and for the beneſit of thoſe young 
men who wiſh to proſper in the world, and become re- 


ſpectable members of Society. 


| Shewing at one view what a Maſter in every profeſſion 
requires as an Apprentice-Fee; what a Journeyman can 
earn, and what he can board for; alſo, what ſum is ne- 
- ceſſary to ſet up as Maſter in any particular Trade or Call- 
ing; with ſome intereſting advice/to Apprentices, Maſters, 
and Parents. | 5 
N. B. Theſe Tables contain upwards of 300 profeſſions. 
= = m., 
THE BEAUTIES of STERNE. Including the moſt 
intereſting parts of Sterne's Works, particularly the 
intereſting Stories of Corporal Trim, Lefevre, Trim's 
Brother, the Fille de Chambre, the, Monk, Dead Aſs, 


the Dwarf, the Biguine, Maria, the Sword, the Starling, 
BE oo -. Shandy's 


. ˙ A OY 
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PPP TOI ey wen er 04. ures 99 — E TINS 


BOOKS Publfted by G. KEARSLEY, 


Shandy's Juſtification, the Supper, the Pie Man, the 
Sermon-on a bad Conſcience, the Hiſtory of a Watch 
Coat; and a variety of Reflections and Anecdotes : toge- 
ther with his Life. The exceptionable parts, or looſe 


expreſſions of this elegant writer, are here omitted, in 
order to render it an entertaining parlour-window volume 


for readers .of every claſs, 1 youth of both 
ſexes. It has alſo been introduced into ſeveral reſpectable 
ſchools. In one pocket volume, price 28. 6d, ſewed. 

| . I» - 4 
AN_ABRIDGEMENT of CAPTAIN COOR's 


THREE VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD, 


The Firſt from 1768 to 1771 ; the Second, from 1772 
to 1775; and the Third and Laſt, from 1776 to 1583. 


To which is added, Caprain FURNEAUxX's Narrative, 
during hjs ſeparation in the ſecotid voyage. The whole 
containing an account of every intereſting 


| g tranſaction, 
and an accurate deſcription of all the New Diſcoveries, 


with the cuſtoms and manners of the Inhabitants, To 
which is added, Captain Cook's Life, with the particu- 


jars of his death, at full length, written by Capt. King. 
Thoſe who have the care of ue ſex; can- 


not put a more entertaining work for the hours of relax- 


ation from ſtudy into their hands. The whole is com- 
priſed in two pocket volumes, price bs. ſewed; or 78. bound. 

Fach volume may be had ſeparate, price 38. ſewed, or 
38. Gd. bound. 2 0 | bn. 
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1 88 TO 


JAMES. ADAIR, | Esayizs, 
| $SERJEANT AF LAW, 
any | 

RECORDER OF THE CITY QF LONDON, 


SIR, 


HE following pages 2 dedicated to 
you, as the humble dots of an individual, 


Nv h | who has long been an obſerver of your conduct 
3 in the high ſtation to which your private virtues 
and public merit * ſo jultly raiſed you. 


g 
Your great concern for, NT circumſ pection 


9 - in, the ſecurity of property, and the freedom of 

| | a ſubject, haye gained you a name which will 

live as long as the Whig intereſt of this country 
| ſhall exiſt 1 am, Sir, with the moſt profound 


| reſpect, 


| Your obedient humble Servant, 
The COMPILER, 
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THE 


NORTHERN HERO, 


OR THE 


PRINCE « or ; SWINDLERS. 


1 is neither 4 new nor a ſingular olideredeicn; 
that every century hath produced. a Genius, 
and every country an Hero, There is no neceſ- 


ſity to have recourſe to the ahnals of the ancients, 
or to the multiplied inſtances of modern hiſtory 


to juſtify the aſſertion. France has had her Char- 
latan, and her Comteſſe de la Motte. Jonathan 
Wild, and Mrs. Margaretta Matilda Sophia Ca- 
rdlina Rudd, may ſafely diſpute the laurel with 
the Gallic Hero and Heroine: but Britain, the 


queen of iſles, ſeems to be the natural ſoil for the 
cultivation of ſuch genius and heroiſm. 


A few years, however, have determined to 


whom the lautel wreathe is due. We have had 


Miniſters of the Church of England executed for 
forgery and murder, and a Methodiſt Preacher, 


in holy orders, hanged for raviſhing dozens of | 


young children, to whom he was ſchool-maſter. ' 


Lawyers and Contractors have-kept perjury in 
| countenance, and the GREAT CHARLES PRrox, 


Joy ſtiled The Social MoxsrER, ruſhed into 


TL 


the preſence of his Maker, rather than have his. 


genius recorded in the Ordinary” 8 Calendar of 


Newgate Heroes. 
The progreſs of heroiſm has led us into theſe 


obſervations. They prove, that a very few years 


have eclipſed the tranſactions of ages, and that 
England can boaſt of more renowned exploits in 
that ſhort period of time, than ever were ſigna- 


lized throughout all Europe during the laſt cen- 


It was the reflection of a great lawyer, that the 


laws of this country were made to bind a bold and 
daring race of people. In his days, the refine- 


ments of modern villainy were unknown, and 
therefore unpractiſed. The name of - SWINDLER, 


a creature begot between Downright e 
and Dame Forgery, was unheard of. | 

It is alſo an eſtabliſhed truth, that the powers 

of legiſlation can never keep pace with inventive 


knavery, the natural depravity of mankind baf- 
fling every attempt to deter it. The efforts of 
moral writers have been equally ſucceſsleſs to re- 


ſtrain the vicious part of it from unprincipled diſ- 
honeſty, —Thus whilſt the abſurdity of our penal 


ſtatutes have opened doors of invitation to ingeni- 
ous chicanery, the ſcandalous and contemptible. 
artifices of dirty pettifogging attornies, and Old 


Bailey bar-orators, have given a looſe and encou- 
ragement to every ſpecies of fraud and impoſition. 


To 


| ( 3'Y . 
5 To inſtance REM An act of parliament was 
made, which decreed it a capital offence to ſteal. 
| horſes, mares, or geldings. The firſt man who 
was ever tried upon that act pleaded the fingular | 
| number, —As he had only ſtolen 4 horſe, he was 
Acquitted.— It was a penal ſtatute; and not 
to be e ,— The tert was to be 
ſtrictly adhere 
Io prevent the receiving of alen goods, know- 
ing them to have been ſtolen, in the enumeration 
of the articles, watches were omitted. They are 
held not to come under the deſcription of goods, 
plate, w wires, or merchandize : a receiver of ſtolen 
goods may therefore purchaſe as many watches as 
he pleaſes, of whom he pleaſes, and at * price 
he thinks proper! 25 . 
In the act againſt dog - ſtealing, the „ 
has a power to fine, impriſon, and order the im- 
mediate correction of the houſe. After convic- 
tion, and when the culprit's back has been flead, 
he may, by a very wiſe proviſion in that act, ap- 
peal to the quarter ſeſſions to reverſe the flog- 
„ 
Turnips may alſo be ſtolen with impunity, for | 
they were omitted in the act that made it felony to 
ſteal any thing elſe out of gardens, fields, &c. &c. 
It is well known alſo, that a man may ſet fire 
to his own houſe, and not t be puniſhable by any 
ſtatute law. 


. OY Theſe 


? 4 * 

IL heſe prepoſterous abſurdities and ſcandalous 
technical omiſſions call loudly for the interpoſition 
and inſpection of the Twelve Judges, whenever a 
penal ſtatute is framed; The various and curious 
labyrinths of the laws would then be reduced 
into a plain and eaſy road, nor would the incorri- 
gible rogue find a fimulus from their fubtle and 
encouraging conſtructions. _ 

The only argument that eyer was Hee 8 
againſt conſulting the Judges on theſe occaſions 
is, that they arc ſervants and officers of the crown,, 
durante bene placitur, a and therefore ought never to 
interfere in framing laws, where the preſervation = - 
his Majeſty's crown and dignity is concerned, as 
they may be ſuppoſed to be partial to their royal 
maſter. — To anſwer this flimſy argument is neither | 
1 our buſineſs or deſign at preſent. 
nut though theſe legal i inaccuracies and curious 
diſtinctions operate, in one ſenſe, to the great diſad- 
vantage of the community, yet in another, they af- V3 
ford the moſt pleaſing | ſatisfaction, by protecting the 
N life, liberty, and property of Engiimmmen. For 
if laws are ever to be conſtrued otherwiſe than 
vritten, a partial and ſevere Judge or a packed 
and corrupt Jury, m might ſtretch the arm of re- 
ſentment, either to ſerve their own private ani: 
moſities, or to favour the deſigning views of an 
arbitrary and profligate adminiſtration, 


The 


LANES lb nn "Y 


3 EE $3. 

The late Sir John F teldlog whoſe 6 
endeayours to check the progreſs of all ſorts of 
yice, muſt make his name remembered with = 
reſpect, diſcovered, in his official capacity, the 
yery great misfortune of what we now complain. 
—He daily experienced the triumph of villainy, 
eſpecially-in that line which is now the ſubje& of 
this performance.—He applied to parliament, and 
with much difficulty he procured an act for the 
better preyention of frauds, (the Zoth of Geo, II.) 
| commonly called Fielding” Act, which ſecures the 
property of tradeſmen from the pernicious acts of 
thoſe public robbers, uſually denominated Swixp- 
LERS; for that which was then deemed but a debt, 
18 now determined to be a felony. 
Jo that magiſtrate, therefore, are the public 
= indebred for the detection of that delinquent, 
whoſe extraordinary feats of ingenuity have ſtruck 
fo much alarm and terror throu Shout the private 
- as well as mercantile line of life. — At the ſame 
time juſtice obliges us to add, that the exertions 
of Mr. Feltham, co-operating with the ſpirit. of 
that act, have carried into effect an event that has. 
for many years been moſt devoutly wiſhed, 

We muſt obſerve alſo, that although cultivated 
| Kknavexy is generally imputed to the ſouthern in- 
habitants of this iſland, yet the perfection of the 
ſcience Was xeſerved * 4 native of North Bri- 
tain, 
| After 


r 
3 — Lo N 


ect 
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After this exordium we Proceed to our ſub- 


James George Semple was born Wout the year 
1756, at Irvine, in the ſhire of Ayr, and is now 


about thirty years of age. He is the ſon of a Mr. 


James Semple, who was once a tide-waiter in the 
cuſtom-houſe at Scotland; who is alſo living, but 
from ſome occaſion or other, has reſigned his 
place. 5 

We were the more particular in this circum- 
ſtance, not only as it ſatisfies our readers of the 


birth and parentage of our Hero, but alſo, as it 
leads to a circumſtance that could not poſſibly be 


omitted, eſpecially in a narrative of ſuch great 
actions as we mean to tranſmit to poſterity. 

In the. year 1547, the title of Lord Viſcount 
Lyſle, of the kingdom of Scotland became extinZ. 
The reader may be aſſured it was not attainted. 
There is no record whatever of i its diſaffection to 
government, and therefore may be juſtly ſtiled 


as loyal a W as any that North Britain can 


The dormancy of this title has continued two 
hundred and thirty-nine years. The father of our 
Hero, James Semple, we hear, has lately laid claim 
to it. We mention this to ſhew that there is ſtrong 
ſuppoſition. of the dregs of very rich blood run- 
ning in the veins of James George Semple. * 


alſo not only adds an importance and d dignity to 
his 8 


$7 * - 


his character, but intereſts the . a little more 


in his fate. To have A Hero the deſcendant of a 
long line of anceſtry, is one great effort of modern 
_ tragedy; but without ſearching the hiſtories of the 
Greeks and Romans, or rummaging the Ottoman 


traditions, we have ip/o facto, ſuch an intereſting 
character from the highlands of Scotland. The 
phaenix of the family of Lyſle. 8 
His education was at the place of his nativity, 
Irvine; and it would be ſuperfluous to add that 
he was ſoon made converſant in Latin and Greek. 
In thoſe exerciſes, he had no competitor; his Ju- 
venile abilities ſoon diſtinguiſhed themſelves, and 
kept his ſchool-fellows at an humble Aiſtance. 
We may add too, that as his years increaſed, ſome 
other eminent proficiencies kept them at a ill 


greater. To be plain, moſt of the parents of the 


ſcholars of Irvine were under the neceſſity of di- 


recting their children not to aſſociate with James | 


\ 


| George Semple. Cx 


As he grew towards it an elegant figure, | 
a perſon exceeding well made, and a genteel de- 


portment gave him a pre- eminency in point of 


attraction. To theſe ornaments were added, an un- \ 
derſtanding capable of every improvement, and 


an affability of temper, ſo conſonant to the things 
- that be, that he was a molt, chgpging ds companion, 


N " would introduce himſelf. 
| ot Oo ĩ ĩ˙·—· "Theſe 
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Theſe qualifications, notwithſtanding the others 
we juſt hinted at, whilſt they procured him the 
envy and diſlike of the male part of the creation, 
made him ample amends by the favour and eſteem 
| in which he was held by the fernales of all ranks, 


ages, and conditions. 
One obſervation ariſes here. Theſe tinſel attrac- 


tions, and theſe flattering partialities of the ladies, 
are the rocks on which our youths have too fre- 
quently ſplit. They are the Scyllaand Charibdis of 


every young man, whoſe knowledge is like a whipt 


ſyllabub, and whoſe vanity leads him to ſuppoſe 
himſelf fomething, when in truth and in fact they re- 


duce him to a mere non· entity. One deformed ſen- 


5 flble good man, is of more ſervice to ſociety than 4 


thouſand gay ſuperficial flatterers, with fine figures, 


even tho they ſhould be vulgarly honeſt, Ex. Gr. 


To the partiality of the ſex, we hear Mr. 
Semple was indebted for his abdication of Irvine; 
but we wifh not to wound the vitals of ſuffering. 


credulity in one ſex, by expoſing the iniquitous 


arts of the other; or to hang up the name of a 


lady, when we wiſh only to delineate the character 
of James George Semple. In order to improve 
his natural advantages, he was ſent as we are in- 


formed, to the the college at Edinburgh, and in- 


tended for the Kirk, nk which profeſſion he was 


originally bred. He had not however been long, 


_ before he ue _— Py that the ſtucy 5 
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of religion was not calculated for a perſon of 
his lively diſpoſition and gay turn of mind. The 
| ſtudy of phyſic was then propoſed to him, but 
that ſcience was too abſtruſe and technical to at- 


tract his attention. Law ſeemed to be his favo- 


rite amuſement at college, and his father, deter- 


mined to let his ſon take what courſe of ſtudy he 
pleaſed, agreed he ſhould become a lawyer, no 
doubt with a view to prevent his becoming a 

rogue. = 
This reminds. us of a repartee made uſe of by 
the magiſtrate whoſe name we have already men- 
tioned. A fellow who made it a practice to pay ſix- 


pence for a baſon of ſoup at various coffee-houſes, 


and ſteal at the ſame time a ſilver table ſpoon, 
was at laſt detected. Sir John Fielding aſked 


him what he was? To which the gentleman re- 


plied, ,* I belong to the Law, Sir.” The Law! 
pſhaw! damme ! that's impoſſible ſaid Sir John, 


c if you did you would have ſtolen the & too.” 


How long he continued his ſtudies there we are 
not thoroughly acquainted with, but we are in- 
formed that it is near nine years ſince his name 
was firſt enrolled on the liſts in the black book of 


Bow-ſtreet, under the title. CHEVALIERS DES IN- 


DusTRIE. From this account we may draw a 


tolerable calculation that he had not been a con- 
ſiderable time in London, before he recommended 
himſelf to the notice and attention of the police. 
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| We have it alſo from good authority, that fie 
frequented every place of faſhionable amuſement, 
and was received by ſome families of diſtinction as 


a viſitor, and as a gentleman of birth and charac- 


ter, whoſe father was claiming an extinct title; 
but how he ſupported himſelf, fame is at e 
not in the humour to divulge, 

Tell me your company and Tl tell you the man 
is a very old ſaying. How far it was verified by 


Mr. Semple, the loweſt capacity can judge. As 
there was no company in life which he had not en- 


tered into, from the plain gentleman up to the re- 


pPreſentative of Majeſty, ſo had he contracted their 


principles, he muſt with his qualifications, have 


been an ornament to ſociety; but as Shakeſpeare 
ſays, Tow'ring ambition which bver-vaulteth itſelf, 


was the ſource of all his misfortunes. He would 
keep great company, which muſt be attended with 


a great expence ; and in order to furniſh himſelf | 
with the means of fupporting it, he was compelled 


to have recourſe to great actions. 
In the purſuit of his pleaſures, it was a little 
unfortunate for a family of great character and re- 


ſpect in Devonſhire, the 6 xs, that he * E 


came their acquaintance. To the daughter of it, 


it was a moſt irreparable misfortune, She was 


married to. him, and it was not long before Mr. 


Semple gave very convincing proofs how his 
noble 


* 
.% 


Ul 
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a blood infired- m t9- mallieain;: unſullied, 8 
the honour and dignity of the houſe of Lyſle, 
It was from this connection however, he luckily 


obtained a recommendation to quit his native; * 
country. The Pruſſian ſervice was propoſed and. + 
embraced. The G——t family knew how very. 


fortunate it might turn out for them, and they: 
were happy to hit on any expedient which pro- 
miſed a reſtoration of their former felicity. Mr. 
Semple, therefore, departed for the dominions of 


the Empreſs, equipped. with thoſe requiſites, . 


which were accepted with as much ſatisfaction 
on one ſide, as they were beſtowed with good will 
on the other. 


Though it will be neceſſary here to ſtate- that 
t family is allied to, the once celebrated 


Dutcheſs of Kingſton; yet it need ſcarcely be. 


the G 


told that that great lady has been a very great 


favourite with the ſtill greater Empreſs of Ruſſia, 


where the firſt great lady then reſided. 
To conceiye that J. G. Semple weuld let lip ſo 


favourable an opportunity of improving his fortunes, 
would be but paying a very bad compliment to 


his penetration. As he knew the alliance, ſo he 


knew well how to introduce himſelf, Mr. Semple | 

was a fine man, the lady had been a fine woman, 

and is till a great wit; ſhe received him with  - 

| hoſpitality, and promiſed to introduce him to the.” 

Empreſs. The promiſe of z a court lady w was never 
1 2 yer... 
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yet violatdd. Vi. Semple was $ introduted, and 


promiſed promotion. 5 


But ſtrange was the revolution i in the affairs of | 


Mr. Semple.---A ſomething, a deſtiny which we 
all are liable to, threw a ſtumbling block in his 
way.---The Ducheſs withdrew her favors, the 


Empreſs recanted her promiſe, and Mr. Semple | 
decamped without PO for the expected 155 


motion. 
The great action that was the ſpring of this 


event is not recorded, and perhaps, to the great 
mortification of the public, never will. 
But although we are at a loſs for ſo important a 


circumſtance in the life of Mr. Semple; yet we 
have the pleaſure of recording one ſmall ſpecimen 


of his ingenuity ere we bring him out of a country 


which was ſo unfortunate in his loſs. He borrowed 
the paſſport of the King's meſſenger, then on his 


road to England, and by quitting the character of 
1 gentleman, and aſſuming that which the con- 
tents of the paſſport afforded him, he got ſafe into 


Germany, where he talked in the language of the 
fellow upon Highgate-hill, who bid Gy Lord 
Mayor of London kiſs his | 


* 


At Bruſſels he diſtinguiſned himſelf in a man- | 
ner no ways derogatory to that aſſurance which 


had already made him pretty conſpicuous in Eng- 
land and Ruſſia, Whether the incident we are 


4 going to relate happened at ys or at a ſybſcquent 


. 


+» + 


„ 


p riod, we are not certain; be the time when it 
will, it makes but a very little difference to the 
reader. It is a fact, and therefore the order of 


time totally immaterial. 


Baron Hompuſch, a Ruſſian nobleman, was 


reſident at Bruſſels, when Mr. Semple arrive 
there, by which the latter had an opportunity of 


exerciſing thoſe wits which ſeemed to have been 
his only ſupport for ſome years. He addreſſed 


himſelf to the Baron with all the politeneſs he was 


capable of, and that was no ſmall portion. He 


ſtiled himſelf a Major in his Britannie Majeſty's | 


ſervice, deſcribed himſelf of a noble family in 


Scotland, and boaſted his great intimacy with the 5 
firſt of the Engliſh nobility; concluding with his 
relationſhip to the lady who had given him ſo | 


kind a reception at the Court of Peterſburgh. 


_ Having thus ſtated his conſequence, he then 
opened his misfortunes. — He had been ſo unhappy, 


he faid, as to kill two Engliſh gentlemen, one at 


London, the other at Bath, in a due]. From his 
conſequence and misfortunes, he then began to | 


diſplay his legal abilities. — The laws of England, 


he ſaid, were very ſevere on the laws of honour, 
ang cruelly deemed that a murder, which the laws 
of other countries took no cognizance of, and by 


this cruelty he was compelled to fly for ſafety to 


a foreign country. His mind was exceedingly 
_ giſtrefſed, but he was much more ſo by the ſitua- 
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tion in which his pecuniary affairs then ſtood 3 and. 
both thoſe cauſes emboldened him to ſeek the ſup- 


port of a nobleman, whoſe ſoul was ever awake. 
to the ſenſations of humanity, particularly when a. 


gentleman and a diſtreſſed officer put in * plea 


to thoſe feelings. | 
His manner, his appearance, his language, 


operated effectually on the Baron. —The eye of 


Le pity was thrown on ſo unhappy and ſo unfor tus 


nate a caſe. The Baron's purſe beſtowed the 
moſt liberal relief, and his houſe afforded a moſt 
comfortable aſylum. —The Baron's friendſhip and 


ſervices kept pace with the Mayor's misfortunes, 


and he promiſed to uſe all his intereſt to get him 


reſtored to his native country. 
But this extenſion of friendſhip was not all that 


the Major prevailed on the Baron to exert—Mr. 


Semple wiſhed to return to England with his Ma- 


Jeſty's promiſe of a pardon in caſe of conviction; 


for, added he, As a gentleman, and a man of 


honour, I muſt ſurrender myſelf up to the laws of 
the land, and take my trial for the murders.” _ 
The Baron, who perhaps better underſtood the 


conſtitution of Ruſſia, and ſome other northern na- 
tions than that of England, and knew that w 
the laws of the land was tying a halter round a 


man's neck, the monarch was tying round the rib- 
band of ſome honorary order round his ſhoulders, 


Semple, 


gt 


readily conſented to this requeſt, and aſſured Mr., 


* 


Semple he would uſe all his influence to procure 
the King's previous pardon, as ſoon as ever he 


ſhould arrive in England, which would be in the 
: Pace of two or three months. 


o relieve the reader from any aſpende which 
he mely be thrown into, by Mr. Semple's narrative 


of ditels he never fought, and of men he never 


Killed, we muſt let him into a ſecret which it is 


not impoſſible he may have already diſcovered. 
The whole tale was an artful deception, trumped 


up for the mere purpoſe of living on the Baron's 
bois mty as a man of conſequence and faſhion, 
which were always the ambition of James George 
Seinple, Eſq.” Beſides, as he knew that his happy 
eff. ontery and external appearance could ſupport 
character, ſo he knew that the only method 


of carrying his plan into execution; was to put 


hiinſelf upon a level with the Baron. We may 
be liberal to the poor and baſe born; but effec- 
tuſil relief and incadſhip are only extended to our 


ec nals. 


In this noble 1 ſtate did Major 3 00 live at 


i uſſels till the time of the Baron's departure for 


ind, when the Major accompanied him, not 


in his ſuite, but as a friend and companion. On 


eir arrival, the Baron mentioned the caſe to. 
e of his Majeſty's miniſters, by whom he was 
formed; that the requeſt was. impoſſible to be 


anted, as 2 deren here were puniſhed or pax · 
doned 


« 16 5 
doned according to the merits A endabt 
_ favourable or _— circumſtances | artend- 
Th mg 1 | 
Soon after the Baron's arrival, it — ed that 
Count Hompuſch, the Baron's ſon, came from 
| Ruſſia to England with diſpatches. After having 
negotiated his buſineſs, he was preparing to re- 
turn; when the Baron adviſed Major Semjale to 
_ accompany him, and he ſhould have his recom men- 
dations there. This was readily agreed to, hut a 
little delay propoſed, in order to ſettle his private 
affairs in England. The Count would have been 
in the Major's company, but ſubmitted to the 
mortification of failing without him. His lugs 


2 many n Engliſh 3 is Maj 
kindly took charge of the remainder, which 
ſome damn'd accident or other on the road, never 
got over to Ruſſia, although as we are inform 


with the Baron, he me. ſhillings of Nr. 
Richardſon's maid ſervant for want of e to 
Pay a coach, and forgot to return it. | 
What became of Mr. Semple immediats: ly after 
| ahis loſs, we are not poſitive, but we finci pi at 
Die ppe 


3 


Dapnes ae 


liſh fiſhing ſmack, there being no packet boat, for 
the expreſs purpoſe of bringing over diſpatches to 


government here, as he declared. For this con- 


veyance he agreed to give fourteen guineas. 


When he arrived at Harwich, not having caſh 
about him to pay it, and being alfo in want ef 
money to pay the chaiſe ta tan, as he told the man, 


he borrowed ſix guineas of him (Mr. T homas Welſh; | 


_— at Na. 7, Gun-alley, Wapping) with whom 


Mr. Semple travelled over the ocean 1 
and deſeription of Colonel Crawford. f 
But a ſingular inſtance of his ee Auge 
not to eſcape us. It exhibits his addreſa, and the 
fertility of een too ann 50 1 N10 
preſſed. 
He applies to FR "Ever Kalte Bepo ae 
hackney-man, of Stratton Street, Piccadilly, in in 


|  orderito ſend an expreſs down to Lord Saliſbury, 
near Watford. The expreſs was ſent, and contained 


an account of a near relation of her ladyſhip's 
and his own alſo, who, Mr. Semple ſaid, was ar- 


reſted for three hundred pounds, mentioning the 


's name, and that fixty or eighty guineas 
| compromiſe the affair. This letter, by the 


5 22 was delivered to his Lordſhip, as he was 


riding near the houſe, but to which his Lordſhip re - 


turned this verbal anſwer, * That he knew of no ſuch 
: Pagen, or relation, , and therefare there was no e, 


3 | T he 


cx) 
* 1. obvious meaning of this expreſs was, firſt 
to make himſelf. appear a perſon of conſequence 
and faſhion by his connections; and, ſecondly, 
upon the ſtrength of it, to get credit of Mr. Lo- 
vett. The ſcheme had its effect. He ran a few 
pounds into Mr. Lovett's debt; ; who, having 
ſome little knowledge of the world, began to 
ſmoak the Major, and then put a _ to _ 
chedit. N \ 158 
Many and vain were his —— ſti Mr. | 
Semple for payment. Fortunately he obſerved 
1 him one day in a hackney coach, and the Major, 
F | in his turn, ſmoaked Mr. Lovett. He. kept him- 
1} ſiell, like a hare in his form, at the bottom of the 
4 coach, whence Mr. Lovett ſtarted him by opening 
the coach door. —Pleas, apologies, and excuſes, 
flowed as freely as the Thames at a ſpring tide.— 
His Honour and his Maker he offered as bail for 
the performance of his promiſes, but Mr. Lovett 
would neither take the ſecurity nor part with his 
game; and ſwore, wherever the _ went, thi- 
ther he would go allo. ' 
When the Major found that there was no \ get- 
ting rid of his companion, he declared it w 
that he ſhould be compelled to apply per 
8 | | to his agents for a few pounds; but as neceſſity 
1 had no law, if Mr. Lovett would accompany him 
| to Meſſrs. Cox and Mair's, in Craig s-Court, 
Charing-Croſs, he would pay him. 
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There is no doubt but Mr. Lovett readily con- 
ſented to the propoſal.— T hey drove to Craig's- 


Court, Where he got out of the coach; and as 


Mr. Lovett well knew it was no thoroughfare, he 

continued at, the corner of the court, and ſaw 
him go into Meſſrs. Cox and Mairs. 
Atſter waiting an hour he began to grow impa- 
dient. He enquired. at the agent's for Major 
Semple :—They knew. no ſuch man But the 
ſervant maid informed him, that a gentleman, 
about an hour ago, had been there, and told her 
he was purſued by bailiffs, and begged her to let 
him eſcape through the houſe by the back door 
into Scotland-yard, which out of compaſſion ſne 
had done. By this double, Mr. We loſt his 


game, and never got ſcent again. 79% 


But the circle of his ingonvities w were not limit- 
e Barons, Counts, Watermen, and Hackney 
Coachmen; the Keepers of Coffee - Houſes and 
Hotels experienced their pleaſant effects likewiſe. 
He frequented Wood's hotel, under Covent- 
Glen Piazza; and although Mr. Wood has; to 
our knowledge, too much good ſenſe to be amuſed 
. the inventive genius of ; plauſible: pretenders, 
their artillery -is levelled at the purſe, yet 
or Semple proved an over-match Wl Mr. 
| Wood 8 general prudence. My = 11 ne 


The Major came there one day, d dee to | 


| know for how many. ſuch a gentleman (ibs reader 
2154 'D2 muſt 
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1 excuſe our naming him) Had ordered ditijer? | 
Ir. Wood burg « He had had no orders. 


- Good God! ſaid the Majer, Dick is a ſad dog! 5 
How neglectful! Why, Wood, ſeveral of us a- 

greed laſt night to dine wich you t6-day- at ſeven 
ſhillings and fixperice a head, eucluſive of wines. 
—Get dinner ready at five o'clock for a dosen. 
Mr. Woot was Tetiring to give orders, when the 


Major called kim back i—Here, hark'ce Wood, 
aid he damme i I am not eeme out and left my 


purſe on the table 2 Lend me Tix guineas. Mr. 


Wood tent che money, the Major departsd, an ele- 
gait dmr was dtcfied; but neirhter chat ſad dog, 


—— —„—-: GEN 8 
We trace him likewiſe to n lodging arKnightſ 

bridge with a Mr. Sadgrove, a hair-drefſer there, 

in the name of Major Harrold. TO M Sad- 


grove's lie brought with him an elderly gentle 


Iman, hm he was pleaſed to ſtile his father, and 


to dignif/ wick the appellation of Lord Lyſſe.— 
When Mr. Sadgfove apologized for the incorive- 
mience he HHonld be under in accommodaring a 
inobtemad—Plhawy ! aid che Major, put him into | 


- ay bed;:and'wriake up one any den lar mee. 
Thus were the nobleman and his for” accon 
Aatedz till Mr. Sadgrove began to trou! 


lodgers for ſome of thoſe reaſons which make: all 


dhconvetiencics RS wks you _—_— 
a we 5 0 ven wod 10k won: 


2 4 . 7 


n 5 9 But | 
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0 How having fern me; Feday 
* 8. Ta again alfure yo ' you u that 1 will not e 2 
day to pay 7 5 don't mention that Jaw 


Bet Ae en en ag at © "16K" for Ghar 


Kin dr Woquenos, and as ſorhe few neighbapring | 


tradeſmen applied for tlie fame ort of oratbfy; 
Mr. Sadgrove's lodgings begah'tO be thought toe 


far from 40Wh, and coniſcquently the © waeren 


moved, but Without opening iz thowthy, - 
Many were the Tearches My,"Sadgrove' inal to 


thake' him Tpeak properly, bit they were fretelids. 
Having at "Jaft traced Maher Trarreld, Mr. Sad 


e en ee 


feng, eee ee aber gui 

Mr. Sudgrove, wer 10 1 {Duc 
y A becebved 3 Rem 5? Ede en 
is with me, a letter which you meatit Yor meg ut 
which he opened owing to the addrefs. I affure 


you- chat upon try werd that before THurſcuy 


next 1 wil pay you tlie möhey 1 remain in Four | 


debe; but I muff beg yon vnd non puertion that F un 
I toten fo any body, 1 will '6ll myſelf ae your 
houſe and pay you. If x promiſe you-Tooner'T 
way not be able to Keep my word; but then 1 
aire you ardent ro ; Pb yl wer? Moth. 


ſeen My 
© SOON. © Diredtedto/dtt. Sadgrdve, Har- 
n refer, Nos. To, Ghoneeſite- 
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The reaſon of the Major's deſiring ſecreſy is 
£00. apparent to need explanation. But to do him 
all poſſible juſtice, we muſt add, that he kept his 

word with Mr. Sadgrove, and alſo declined put- 
ting him to any expence about the letter, as Major 
Harrold paid the porter, and indorſed it ſo. 
fHFaving done him that piece of juſtice, truth 
obliges us to add, that having a German ſervant 
with him there, of the name of Peter Frankin, he 
diſpatched him to Oftend under pretence of pre- 
paring lodgings for him there, and who is now at 
Duſſeldorf; having firſt in caſh. borrowed, and 
wages, eee eee _ 
ron pounds. . Hh of 

Nor was he leſs : active FRYE his ſtay at Knightſ- 
bridge! r 
with Mr. Lovett. Under pretence of wanting 
change, he borrowed of ſeveral the paltry ſums of 
ten, of twelve, and fifteen ſhillings, Which he 
never: returned. If therefore, we compare them and 
the former circumſtance together, we are afraid. 
mat we muſt conclude, that Major Harrold 2 
Nr. Sadgrove out of a principle of fear, and that 
he ſtands ſtill indebted to Peter Frankin, from 
the principle of never having meant to pa | 
at Il. 
ve muſt confeſs, EINE that Mr. halter" $ 
Juck: was rather ſingular, | Mr. Dalby, of New- 
Bond- Street, * got quite fo fortunate, By the 
1 | 5 means 


K 
means of a fine carriage, and a fine inſinuating 
tongue, he not only got trifles to the amount 
of ſix or ſeven pounds, but aue bee 
ten pounds in ca. 
He did indeed, when he purchaſed ah 0 
of Mr. Dalby, offer two guineas in part, which 


he ſaid was all the caſh, he had about him; but | 


then to take two guineas in part of ſix from a gen- 
tleman of Major Semple's appearance, Mr. Dalby 
was afraid might have been conſidered as ungen- 
veel, and perhaps conſtrued into an affront: He 
therefore politely gave him credit for the whole, 
and without, ſcruple lent. che * or ten r 
more to it. 

To Mr. Gladwell, wine werchant, No. 62 
Piccadilly, he introduced himſelf as Major Sem- 
ple, and ſaid, he came recommended by the Earl 


of Kerry. The purport of the viſit to Mr. Glad- 


well was to purchaſe ſome wines, particularly tent, 
of which he underſtood that Mr. Gladwell had ſome 
that was very curious, as a preſent to Lady Coven- 
try, who was moſt exceedingly fond of tent wine.— 
A quantity to a conſiderable amount was agreed 
nd a carter ſent in the afternoon to fetch 
ay; who, on Mr. Gladwell's enquiring, told 

him, that he had lived with the Major fifteen 

years, and he was a very worthy honeſt gentle- 
man. — The wines were packed up and ſent, and 


and Sir Thomas Dundas; in Arli 


5 5 24 "WM 
the'Maſor anne dl dey oritwooto. give a f 
order; but Mri Gladwell having, from pies dale 
eriquityy learnt what Was fulficiently ſatisfactory to 
him, declined executing the ſecond order. 
Amthe name of Major Campbell he alſo paid a 


vin to Mr. Johnſon, wine merchant of Bruten 


Place; and had the pledſure of dtinking that gen- 
tleman's healch e re clavet 77 
een 182 48 2 T 'F 
But though ki 8 *. dan direfcd 
againſt tradeſmen; yei- the nobility: 3 a 


pefiered wich his impertinenraſſidiuities; - 


5 He frequently wrote letters eo- L Lord Sal, ; 


the name of Major: Campbell, alt Drodiins Here: 
given by his Lordſhip and Sir Thomas, neither 
to admit or receive a lexter from him. Defeated 
thus, he applied to the porter of the latter for the 
loan of half a guinea to pay for the Carriage of 
ſome goods which were in Piccadilly, brought to 
town by. a ſtage waggon, and which he could not 
ſend home directly as he had left his purſe on che 
table. Tel naitre tel vale. the party colored | 
tribe ape their maſters, and the porter in chi x.» 
profited by following the Baronet"s example. 
But chough thus defeated at Lord Salibory's 
and Sir Thomas Dumdas's, his frequent 'vifits there 
were the occaſion of making him ſomie' triflivig a- 
mends i in the ſame ſtreet, — Greenwood and Hud- - 
n 


ſon; ſcedfirien at the corner of i it; foin Keing his 
frequent viſits at both houſes, made no ſeruple of 
giving him credit in the name of Major George; 
for ſeveral pounds worth of flower ſeeds, &c: From 
which we may draw this obſervation; that Jaines 
George Semple was like a rabbit in a, warren, no 5 
ſooner out of one hole than he was in at another. 
Nor were his dexterities leſs practiſed upon the 
publican than the peer. Mr. Henderſon of the 
Roſe and Crown public houſe, in the Hay- 
market, had lived ſervant with a Captain Cun- 
ningham of the Royals, which by ſome means or 
other, Mr. Serhple was acquainted with. He 
came therefore one day in a coach to Mr. Hen 
derſon, ſaying he was ſent by Captain Cunning- 
ham to borrow a guinea, and called himſelf Capt. 
Maxwell. The guinea was lent and alfo two 


3 ſhillings to pay for the coach; Had he upon that 


occalion aſked for ten he might as eaſily have ob- 


n it. 
Another guinea he obtained of Mr. Carter, rid- 
ing-maſter, of Chapel-ſtreer, Groſvenor-ſquarez 


him, and he wanted to eſèape in a coath: 
he ſame ſpecimen of his abilities Mr. Lan- 
caſter, coachmaker, of Theobald's Road; experienc- 
ed and under the fame pretence, but i in the name | 
ens . . 

1 ; Having 


| by pretending that officers had been after him to 


0 a6 5 

Having taken a jodging at Mr. Lock's; No. 
17, Upper Mary-le-Bone ſtreet, where he did not 
go by any name but that of the Major, Mr. Lock, 
in a ſhort time diſcovered who his lodger was, and 
accoſted him with a How do you do Major Semple? 
The Major moved off rather precipitately, leav- 
ing a trunk with a few contents behind him which 


Juſt indemnified Mr. Lock. 


Thus guilt makes cowards, of us all. To Mr. 
Wetton of Bruton-ſtreet, confectioner, he gave a 
large order for confectionary, which was not exe- 
cuted, but though Mr. Semple failed in that, he 
was accommodated with half a dozen . of 
ſweetmeats gratis. 
The reader, no doubt, has e ſeen that 
no ſituation in life was too high or too low for 
Mr. Semple to practiſe upon. From Baron 
Hompuſch to hackney coachmen, mankind were 
alike to him; nay, a poor fellow of the name of 
Lucas, a porter at the Temple gate, he conde- 
ſcended to borrow ſix ſhillings of to pay a hack- 
ney coachman, under the pretence of having no- 
thing but bank notes and bills about him. 
Nor was Mr. -McKenzie of the m— 
Park-lane, more guarded againſt his enterpri. 
Of him he obtained a carriage, and the hire of ſe- 
veral, by the name of Major Winter. Fortune, 
however, ſtood M Kenzie's friend. The Major 
having offered it for ſale to Mr. Careleſs, maſter 
„„ e 


* 


( 9 
of the White-Hart at Watford, who happened to 
know the carriage and owner, he ſent to Mr. 
MKenzie, who came down to Watford, and iſſued 
out a capias againſt the Major, commonly known 
by the name of the Brewer's Law Writ:— The 

Brewer's Law Writ is this, when publicans don't 
pay, or are ſuſpected of decamping, or for any other 
reaſonable cauſe, the brewer ſends his men, horſes, 
and drays, very legally breaks open the cellar door, 
and very cooly draws away every beer butt therein. 
Mr. McKenzie, therefore, wiſely took the ſame 
method, he ſent his men and horſes and dune 
the carriage back to the Rhedarium. 

But although Mr. MKenzie was fo far fortu- 
nate, yet he and Mr. Careleſs were joint ſuf- 
ferers by letting horſes and carriages out t for the 
r s ule. 

Mr. Eycett of Whitechapel, a atm 
was, however, not quite ſo lucky as Mr. M Ken- 
zie- Mr. James George Semple, in the name of 
J. G. Harrold, obtained of him a carriage to 
uſe for a fortnight. If in chat time the Major | 
did return it, - he was to pay Mr. Lycett for the 
uſe of it. If he did not, he was to give him fifty- 

twagguineas for the carriage. The Major fent 
5 "I. horſes which brought it away, and he for- 
got ever after to pay for the uſe, or the purchaſe of 
it, or return ns gene- — Nay, the 125 7 even 

| "0 2 i forgot 
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ee Mr. Semple attempted to obtain : 
was ſucceſsful/in obtaining either money or goods, 
the impoſition was founded on his real or prez E 


1 28 By : 
forgot his Way to Whitechapel.” How far this 


little ingenuity comes under the ſtatute of frauds 
vill be ſeen ber, AF Myer adicte 


L ah lan op 


ene the pen on Fontan of = a 
gular genius... The Major had,. by his uſual dex- 


terity inſinuated himſelf i into the opinion of a gen- 


tleman, an officer in his Majeſty s ſervice, a man of 
honour and honeſty, to mention whoſe name would 
be cruel as well as indelicate. His own, feelings at 
having been ſo impoſed, on, and which was the 


cauſe of ſeveral tradeſmen giving credit to. James 


George. Semple, is a circumſtance oof ſuſncient 


mortification without any additional aggravation 
of ours, At Mr, Greenſill's they teſſed up fon 


ſome buckles, and in a few days after, on the 
ſtrength of his having been in that gentleman's 


company, Mr. Greenſill gave him credit for a 


few pounds worth of ſilver goods in the natne of 
Major Cunningham. Luckily, he abtained no 


more. Had he deſired it, Mr. Greenſill would 


readily have credited Wy = . or an nn 


pounds. Fg | of -F Ig 
One general pins we. cas leave to | 


feaded Frowiedge 0 of ſome W character 
whom 


12909 
whom he knew was acquainted with, or was 2 


cuſtomer to the perſon he applied to, either o 


borrow. caſh, or take up goods upon credit. — 
This artifice was ſeconded by the deception of 


his own perſonal appearance; whichy added to the 


Lan plauſibility of his: language, were as ſpe- 


cious and as alluring as the Grand Deceiver's, 
who, by the bonty- dew of his tongue, and, as 
Voltaire ſays, by the length of a ſhining tail; im- 


poſed on the natural credulity'of the firſt frail far. 


This will, once for all, account for his ſucceſs in 
that line of Swindling, at which he was ſo com- 
plete an adept, and in ſome meaſure appologize 
for the credulity of thoſe who have been W 
Wanne al, dr ro Dorking Dos 
As e * this: wb 858 ou « following 
He A 5 5 and: which ue 1 Te wich 
eee equah to. his artifibeʒ 3 
to Mr. Hankey, of 
; yendiſh- Squire; altheugli a ltoral ſtranger, and 
requeſted the ſum 'of' ſeventetn or eighteen: guis 
peas, Whichithe ſaid he was much in need of to 


aſſiſt a: brother officer; Wie was then in cuſtody 


debt. Tor take off à0 little of the edge of a 
rize which ſuch 2 ſtrange importunity might 
'narurally- ccaſlon, i he added, that he was a Ma- 
nk in his Majeſty's ſexyice; and. well known to, 
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Upper Harley Street, Ca- 


Fg 
T-Y 


| 1 

and intimate with Mr. Hankey's n. or he 

would not have taken ſuch a liberty. "EPR 

A As appearances were for him, Mr. Hankey aids 
* his brother would be in town that day, and 
would dine with him at five o'clock, at which 
time Mr. Semple was deſired to call, and actually 
invited to dinner. To a man of leſs aun cbalence 
than James George Semple, this anſwer would 

been a complete rebuff. But his motto 
was, © In for 4 penny, in for 4 pound He 
thanked Mr. N * boldly. a the 
| invitation. r 5 W le 097-3503 
At a quarter before fire, 3 called. in kis ; 
- outpoſts of humour, anecdote, tale, and repartee, 
and joined them with his main guard, Inpudence, 
he knocked at Mf. Hankey's door. The ſervants 
uſhered him up ſtairs, and he was introduced to 
the Mr. Hankeys. The brother, hom Mr. Sem- 
ple pretended to be ſo intimate with, profeſſed 
he had not the ſmalleſt knowledge oſ him; when 
our Hero reminded ahimvof this that, and the 
other gentleman with whom Mr. Hankeyhad been 
at ſuch and ſuch places; aſſured him, that he, 
Mr. Semple, was often of the party, q and la- 
mented much the want of Mr. Hankey's recollg p 
tion. The ſervant. having announced din, 
they all fat down, and the Major began to file | 
off his outpoſts. As his converſation Was. en- 


* they were in no great hurry to loſe their 
piſitor; 


— ö | 


N 


viſitor; but when the ſubject of the viſit came on 


the carpet, as men of buſineſs they declined es | 


requeſt. 


So far unfortunate, Mr. Semple ſet his wits to 
work, A ſmaller ſum, he ſaid, perhaps would 
do to extricate his friend; and if Mr. Hankey 


would advance him five guineas, on a ſecurity 


of five guineas per annum on the Compaſſionate, 
Liſt at the Pay-Office, he was ready to give Mr. 
Hankey a draft on Mr. Thomas, at the office, 


who paid the money. 


It being a caſe of ſome ſeeming compaſtion, 


interwoven with a delicacy in refuſing a gentle- 
man whom they had invited to dinner, Mr. Han- 
| key advanced him the moneys. and Semple wrote 
the following letter. 


\ 


LEW = 
Mr. Hankey of Fauchnreb- Miva, 1 been kind 
enough to advance me five guineas on my promiſe of 


- giving no other order to receive the ſmall penſion on 
ide Compaſſionate Lift but to bim. T declare upon 
my honour that this is the only obligation T either 


have or ſhall give, and that oben due to him and no 


8 —1 will ſend Ihe certificate. 


Jam, Sir 


a uly 45 With much conſideration, 


11 „ 
Your maſt obedient ſervant, 


7 G. Semple. 


| Direfted to X 
Mr. T. bomas, 5 
_ Pay-Offce, ” 5 
M bitebull, 


Londen 


Now the m3 is, he was not, or ever was on 
the Compaſſionate Liſt.— In fact, Mrs. Semple 
was. Nor could he even receive the money for 
her, unleſs ſhe was preſent ; for, it being payable 
to Mrs. Semple, even her certificate, order, or 
power of attorney, would be no juſtification of 
the payment ; ſhe muſt receive it-in perſon ; and 
as Mr. Thomas knows and performs his duty with 
as much exactneſs as fidelity, he certainly never 
would pay Mr. Hankey on any ſuch certificate of 
Mr. Semple's. We are afraid, therefore, that 
the conſciouſneſs of having done, what Mr. Han- 
key conceived, a | generous act, muſt be his ſole 
reward. 

By contraſting chis conduct a the following | 
little ſpecimen of his abilities, the reader muſt. 
ſoon ſee the different degrees of light and ſhade in. 
his compoſition. This ſame James George Im- 
ple, who could introduce himſelf to Baron Hom- 
puſch and Meſſrs. Hankeys, had been running 
about the town all day in an hackney coach, and 
by ſtepping into Mr. Francis Sykes's, in South 
Audley Square, under a pretended buſineſs, he 
bilked the poor fellow of his whole fare. 


— 5 


t 3 ) 
m * aha Hoblemens RED he — 
daily under this device, made his perſon as fan- 
liar to the great as to the little world. The title 


of Major became as alarming as the appearance of 


a wolf at ſpa duting the winter ſeaſon, and the 


doors became equally guarded againſt his entering 
them. The compariſon holds good, with this de- 


gree of difference; the wolf prouls at Mr 
Major Semple ravaged at noon· day. Aid an 
By this practice of his, the reader muſt obleres 5 
that no character of reputation Was ſafe” - a 
__ was the obſect of Mr. Semple. © * 
Should any perſon bs ſurprized at his b Weng | 


we beg him to Ergen an anecdote of the * | 
eee Dr. Rock. | BEN 


He was ſtanding one 41 at I Aout of Lal. 
gate-hill; when a real doctor of phyfic paſſed, who 


had learning and abilities, but whoſe modeſty was 

the true cauſe. of his poverty : Ho. comes it, * 
fays he io the' quâelk, % that you, without eduea- 
* tion,” without ſkill; without the leaſt” knowledge 


« of the ſcienos, are enabled to live in the file 
you do Toe your town=houſe, your cats 


*riage, and your dotntry-houſe; whilſt I; allowed 


1 to poſſeſs ſome knowledge, have neither, and 


can hardly pick up à ſubfiſtence?ꝰ cr Why, look 
eye“ aid! Rock, frhiling, ' * how many people 


do 88 chinle have paſſed fince you aſſtect me 
the queRtioh ? 92. Why,“ anſwered the doctor, 


& 45 . a | hundred,” — * And how many out of 


E 


0 34 5 ö 
* that hundred, think you, poſſes common ſenſe * 
* Poffibly one!” anſwered the doctor. Then,“ | 
aid Rock, that one comes to you; 795 I take 
*« care to get the other ninety- nine? 
In conformity to that doctrine, Mr. Sn wa 7 
a repulſe in Mr. Clark, ſaddler, of Great Portland- 
ſtreet. He attempted to obtain two ſaddles by the 
name of Major Gray, an American officer; but 
Mr. Clark, being the one out of the foregoing hun- | 
dred, declined the trouble of executing the order. 
Mr. Cecil, ſhoemaker, of - Leadenhall-ſtreet, 
was not, however, quite ſo much on his guard as 
Mr. Clark. He came ta that gentleman in the 
name of Major Harrold, and ordered two pair of 
boots and ſome ſhoes to be ſent to him, by a 
ſtage- coach, down to Park Hall, whither; he was 
immediately going. The order was completed, 
and ſent. Two days after, Mr. Cecil's journey- 
man eſpied Major Harrold at the Queen's Arms, 
Newgate-ſtreet. The major was confuſed, nay he 
even bluſhed. He defired. the man to make his 
compliments to his maſter, and tell him that he 
would call and pay him in a day or two, and 
begged that the man would not mention his ſeeing 5 
| him to any body elſe, as he was in town * = 5 
particular and private buſineſs. 5 


At Meſſieurs Dixon and Co. of Aiden, k hows ; 
makers, he played the ſame game as he had done 
with Mr. Cecil ; but with . gentlemen! he 


4 3 Ne 1 : 4 A 
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"Rr the name of Semple inconvenient, and 
therefore aſſumed that of Major Kennedy. 
In the name of Major Grant (pretending that he 


| eame from Peterſburgh 6n an embaſſy to this court, 


and that he had buſineſs With Mr. Pitt) he had the 
ſame ſucceſs with Mr. Stewart, perfumer, Broad- 
ſtreet, and obtained articles of perfumier: to a degree 
that enabled him to completely ſtock the toilette 
of a ſine gentleman; for which the Major now 

ſtands indicted. And te ſweeten his tooth, as 
well as his perſon, he applied to Mr. Andre ws, 


of Wimpole-ſtreet, fruiterer, and was no leſs ſuc» | 


| +4 


ceſsful in the name of Major Stewart. 


and. 
Of Mr. Bolton of wn Sirzcen's-Head, Aldgate, 
be borrowed two guineas in the name of J. G. 
Harrold, Eſquire; which when he borrowed under 


. the-pretence of wanting caſh to diſcharge ſome 
hire and charges for the carriage of 
50ve'name in Mr. Bolton's 


bock. — enn . caſh, the Major took 


the pen and defaced it, ſaying it was too trifling 
a ſum for his name to remain in a bock about. 


It, however, remains clear to be ſeen; and it is 
cqually clear, = bows. the ſum it ſtill 
nin een e W , ee eee we e 


We have a kated tar he obtained 4 cat- | 
 riageofMe. Lyceit, of White:Chapelcoachmaker,; 
But as à horſe to ride is of no uſe without a ſaddle, 4 


ſo a caryage is of no uſe without horſes to draw it, 
| Ss For 
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3 ep a8 5 well as keepers of botels 
TY jenced his uſual diligence. | 
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For this purpoſe be applied 10 Mr. Tatterfall, of 
Hyde Park Corner, and purchaſed.two: hopſes, for 
which he gave a draft on. Drommonds, : The va- 
lue of that draft. the reader, may, readily gveſe, Is 
was not worth the five,gyipeas: Mr; Tatterſall ent 
him; for Major Semple had- net at that, time any 
looſe gaſh about him, and he had alſo omen. 
fortunately left bis purſe gn the table. The great 
convenience of theſe. horſes, Were to, draw away 
Mr. Lycett's carriages and fe a faw:days Major. 935 
Semple lived in aß Splqadif a ſtyleav; if he had 
been on full pay. % ft os sqν⁰, 2 
Nor did Mr. Fozardy fle- Keeper. of [Park 
Janez afcape the Majar's.obſeryationerLiaddr pre- 
tense: f hNenſive a AN hagb ce c 
tions, be. obtained. ſors credit; and borto@edid foo 5 
litary guinea,:which her was agdαẽ,, tobe aids by! 
leſing his purſe by an accidental fall ftom his horſd. 
But Mr. Foaatd having taken -fome listle pins 46: = 
fatisfy himſelf, about. the» Major,; they -weeei:tho! 
n r producing ahbe following loves fodm bim, 
ons mic 5 dro ods gie H M 
5 am Gurſedly: ferſecttel for the fow 3 
1 _ eve, which. al together, even including youth, don't make: 
%  fortyiptunds, the money I havt ſpent fine I lu been ini 
Tun prevents me: from-haying i in n pets td oft » 
Þly for any more. There is yet a good ſunt cette: hich: 
L. fhalk certainly receſ ven before the end of: the aveek/or 
 therdabouts,: and even” this; dy if T Ag, ate t 
Teton Ius to herehab pai #16 ia ſmoll um which i 
I nb gg 2h dhl, Shu on Ic 2d a feficieet 
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 fuficiant, to to. clear me of your debt. I came yeſterday 
down, here where I mean to remain til I have ſatisfied 
the demands that are again me, an acquaintance who 
comes, to London this  dayi will deliver you this, he I 


bope will alſo receive the money. for me, I expected. I 


beg it of you to be affured that Twill pay you; the time 


is mw drawing near on which I promifed to pay every 


thing: ſure mo man was ever ſo much talked of or teazed 


for, ſo trifling a debt as mine” are, there has been more 


pain took to hurt me, than ever there was any. man. 


I can prove having ſpent and paid gbave 3odl. in im : 
Aust 2 or 3 weeks of my. arrival in London and what 


1 owe as I told you! before wont make gol. the miſe they 
have made has prevented them from being paid for they 


| turted my credit ſo much, that I am afraid to aft any 


ach to ali me, I could eafily have borrowed more h- 
a than would have cared me if they had let me aloue 
Mr. Dalby certainly was: very kind to' me at fuſs but 


he. gave, me I ſhall never forget and mot undoubtedly 


n nn may a Bat e 
eee 
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will pay him. I think Ican truſt to your nat taking aN 2 
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Tbe reader ni not be reminded that this let-. 
ter was not written at Woolwich, for'the Major was 
then in the Spring- Garden coffee-houſd. 
In one of his exploits, however, there d to 
| hav been a momentary impulſe of generous ho- 
neſty. He had been rattling about the town, as 
uſual, in an hackney- coach, and had, as uſual, 
bilked the coachman, by leaving him and the 
coach in waiting in Windmill-ftreet, near the 
Haymarket. He called at Mr. Skrillern's muſie - 
ſhop; in St. Martin's Lane, the corner of St. Mar- 
tin's church-yard, and begged Mr. Skillern would. 
ſend up his man to tell the coachman not to wait, 
but to call the next day at Mr. Skillern's at two 
o clock, and the money ſhould be left for him. Mr. 
Skillern, although a ſtranger to the Major, (nor oould 
he recolle him, notwithſtanding g the latter wanted 
_ to. perſuade him he Rad been à great cuſtomer) 
ſent his man up, during which time Major Semple 
explained the reaſon by ſaying, He was purſued 
by bailiffs, and could not return to the coach; The = 1 
coachman certainly called ; but the above ſeeming ; 
' momentary impulſe of generous honeſty never again 
influenced the breaſt of the Major. 


A ſimilar inſtance of his ingenuity be ind pra- | 
tiſed on another coachman, who was more fortu- 
nate than his preceding brother-whip. _ He hap- 
pened afterwards to meet Major Semple as he was . 
driving his hagkney- coach up Bedford Row, in 
Ir” 1 5 nerd 
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pany with another gentleman, ws on the coach- 


man's jumping off the box, thought proper to de- | 
camp. Having bruthed up to the Major, and be- 


ing determined not to quit him, the latter went to 
ſeveral houſes in the neighbourhood to borrow the 
ſum of 11. 135. but was ſo unfortunate as not to 


ſucceed, His wits, however, being puſhed hard, 


be bethought himſelf of Mrs. Watſon, a lady who 


lives in Glouceſter-ſtreet, No. 42: thither he and 


the coachman went. He recollected that Lord 


Verney had lodged there. To this lady he applied, 
under the ſanction of being his lordſhip's friend and 
having vifited him there, for the above ſum to diſ— 


charge the demand: he promiſed the eoachman at 
firſt to call the next day at Mrs. Watſon's to leave 


the money; but this promiſe not being deemed ſa- 


tisfactory, and offering to go, the coachman reſo- 
lutely,  how-legally is another thing, locked Mrs. 
Watſon's door upon, and ſwore the Major ſhould 
not march without he was paid. Mrs. Watſon 
ſeeing the gentleman thus diſtreſſed, promiſed to 
pay it the next day if the Major did not. The 
coachman was ſatisfied, and departed, as did the 
Major with every promiſe and every apology he. 


could ſuggeſt. Apologies and promiſes coſt him 
nothing. He never returned, and Mrs. Watſon | 


was ſummoned by the coachman to the court of 


requeſts; and rather than appear at ſuch a'reputable |: 


and critical l to aw and juſtice, the paid 
the debt. 


Hitherto 
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dook in town, he was, he faid, unfortunately With 


1 7 40 1 
Hitherto we Jabs treated our readers: with's b 


af his ingenious devices in the metropolis. His 
abilities, however, were not ſo circumferibed as to 


be confined to one ſcene of action. The country 
experienced his exploits in a manner nd leſs diffu- 
five-than in town. The two following we ſelect. 


Having been obliged to a receſs from a very la- 


 borious ſeaſon of public buſineſs, he took an endur- 
fon Northward. At Leicefter he put up at the 
\ fGign of the Three Crowns, kept by Mr. Biſhop: 


Under the ſtale pretence of having left his pocket 


out caſh: to purſue his journey to Derby. Mr. Bis 


| hop, taking Mr. Semple: for what he realty was 


not, via. a gentleman, generouſly accommodated the 


| unfortunate traveller with five guineas, in order to 
enable him to purſue his journey to Detby, for 

which Major Semple as freely gays MrBiſhop tue 
| Ong n 9 el 460 b enrol // 
Ufer Hig: rgth, yes. 
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Had the above acceptance been duly honoured, 


we never ſhould have had the opportunity of taking 


a copy of it. We ſhall therefore diſmiſs this piece 


of ingenuity with obſerving, that the Major 8 ex- 


pences at Mr. Biſhop' s (for he lived in ſome ſty le) 
aroſe to as much as the draft, both which were ſa- 
tisfied much in the ſame way. 

But, having travelled with the Major to Leicef- 
ter, we beg the reader will march with us a little 


| farther; and at Martlock in Derbyſhire we will in- 


dulge ourſelves with a halt. 1 
At Martlock Mr. Semple found it convenient to 
ſtay a few days, during which time he ingratiated 


himſelf into the company of ſeveral gentlemen ; two 
of whom we know, and on whom the Major exerted 


the utmoſt efforts of his avocations. 
He ſoon ſcraped an acquaintance with a Mr. 


 T——, a gentleman who lives in town; and having 


found out, as Scrub ſays, who he was, where he 
came from, and whither he was going, the Major 


opened his battery. He talked of his great ſervices 


to government, his intimacy with the gentleman 
who is now the. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Pitt ; produced either a real or forged letter of that 


gentleman's to him; and, in ſhort, conveyed i into 
the mind of Mr. T. ſo high an opinion of his rank 
and conſequence, that on his requeſt Mr. T. readily 


accommodated him with ten guineas: but what the 


pretence was by which he obtained it we e 


forgot. Lo 1 5 
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By way of killing two birds with one flons; as 
Major Semple had found out that Mr. T. was inti- 
mate with Sir Harbord Harbord, and pretended 


that he alſo had the ſame honour ; no ſooner. had 
the Major an opportunity, than he fired his muſ 


quet. He got acquainted with Sir Harbord Har- 
bord under the cloak of an intimacy with Mr. T. 
and by that means ſqueezed out of the Baronet's 
purſe between twenty and thirty guineas. 

We have given the reader a ſhort bait at Mart- 


lock, and now beg leave to conduct him back to 


Leiceſter, where the Major declined troubling Mr. 
Biſhop. Perhaps he thought that a free horfe ought 
not to be rode to death, and therefore he put up 
at Mr. Allamand's, the Three Cranes, where Mr. 
Semple appeared as great a gentleman as he had 
done at Mr. Biſhop's, and where Mr. Allamanc 


treated him with equal civility. 


From Leiceſter the Major came to town, and as 


Ip during his ſtay at Martlock he had been induſtrious 
in cultivating thoſe acquaintances which were moſt | 
likely to add to his reſpect and intereſt, ſo on his 


arrival here he was equally active in improving 
thoſe two material circumſtances in life, 


Mr. R. a reſpectable bookſeller of New Bond- 
Street, under the recommendation and acquaintance 


which Major Semple aſſumed with a gentleman, 
(whom he had honoured with his company in Ger- 
any, and thereby diſcovered that he dealt with 


Mr. R.) 


<4 43 ) 


Mr. K lent him feyeral guineas at different times 
for an equal number of ducats, which ſaid ducats 


the Major left in pledge with Mr. R. * quite 
forgot ever to redeem. 


Under a fimilar pretenge he yifited Mr. Jame- 


ſon; bookſeller of the Strand, in the name of Ma- 

jor Cunningham; and leſt behind him, recorded in 

black and white, a fact that reflects equal . 
on his dexterity. 


At Mr, Bankield's,/ e ee No. 444. 


Strand, the Major. alſo gave proofs of his ſingular 


: abilities, by gaming credit for cloth for liveries, 
&c.&c. And Mr. Chowles, hatter, in Duke-ftreet, 


Portland-ftreet, behind Portland Chapel, on the gth 
of July laſt, was kind enough to leave a hat at the 
| bar of George's Coffee-houſe, for the Major's uſe, 

directed for J. Wilſon, Eſq. to which was added— 
Pay aigeteen ſhillings. When the Majar's hand 
was in he might have wrote nineteen pounds: it 
2 have made no ne +9 Mr. Chowles 


| 4 Thom jo x 8d, ip the die of why 


0 Which, taken at the flood, leads on to F ORTUNE;! | 


_ James George Semple, Eſq. panting after the 
favours of ſo fickle à goddeſs, nobly plunged him- 


ſelf at laſt into the full tide, which ſafely con- 


Aducded him into port; id gf, his Majeſty's jail of 
Newgate, from whence that ſaid FoxTuns has ſo 
often dangled many a great man into #ternity, with 
l's the honours due bo the important ſervices which 
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he had ſo bravely lavithed on his king and country. 

In plain Engliſh, the Major viſited Mr, Feltham, 

hatter, in Cheapfide, in February laſt; and in the 
following manner, as it appeared befors the Lord 

Mayor, conferred the ſame favour op that gentle- 
man he had fo liberally beftowed on many others. 

He called at Mr. Feltham's, in a chariot attended 

by two footmen; and after informing Mr. Feltham 

of his having been recommended to him by Mr. 

Richardſon, who he underſtood was his particular 
friend, he then produced a lady's riding-hat as a 

pattern for Mr. F. at the ſame time ordering him 

to make two of the ſame kind with all poſſible ex- 

pedition, as he intended to take them to Ruſſia; and 

at that time told Mr. F. that he was à „ ch in 

the Ruſſian 2 „ . 
Mr. —— , perceiving that the hettbrn which 

the Major had was made by him, agreeable to 
directions from Mr. Richardſon, for Baron Hom- 

piſh, a ſhort time before, was ſatisfied that every 
thing the ſuppoſed Major had uttered was founded 
in truth. The Major, after giving his directions 
to Mr. REES went away, returned the next 

day in a hackney-coach, and at going requeſted 

his man to call another coach. Mr. F——, at 
this, expreſſed his ſurpriſe at his changing coaches, 
_ obſerving to him, that, in conſequence of the late 

regulation for hackney coaches, it muſt ' become 

T9 12 ware 'T he Fe faid, he felt it rather 
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an 4 one, and had a glaſs in the backs; which 
which was diſagreeable to him. Another coach 
was then called, and the priſoner departed. That 
the next day he called again, urged the finiſhing 
of the two ladies hats; paid Mr. F ſome 
compliments on his ſuperior ſtyle of cocking, and 
beſpoke. one for his own wear: he then told: Mr. 
F. that he had a bill on a merchant in the city for 
a hundred pounds, and that he would then So and 
receive it. Mr. F. aſked to ſee the bill, as in all 
probability he could direct him to the houſe, 
which would fave the trouble of inquiring elſe- 
Where: this he however declined, and departed. 
The next day he called again, ſaid he had juſt ar- 
rived in his brother's carriage from the country, 
but that having drove at an immoderate rate up to 
town, and being obliged to return to dinner, would 
be under the neceſſity” of | hiring à chaiſe, as 
| he could not think of harraſſing his brother's 
horſes; and requeſted Mr. F. to lend him three 
guineas in gold, and half a guinea in ſilver, for the 
convenience of paying the turnpikes. Mr. F. hav- 
ing light gold in his pockets, and apprehenſive of 
its cauſing diſappointment to the Major, borrbwed 
three new guineas from his next door neighbour ; 
which, with half a guinea in ſilver, he gave to the 
priſoner. © On the Major's quitting the ſhop; a man 
at the door aſked Mr. F. if he knew him; and on 
anſwering in the affirmative, was told by the ſtran- 
2 e Ser 


(46) 
ger that he was miſtaken ; that he was 8 


notorious ſharper, but refuſed Mr. F. the power off 
making uſe of his name, which prevented Mr. F. 


from purſuing him at that time. Being however 
ſomewhat alarmed, he went to his friend Mr. Ri- 
cChardſon, who he imagined had recommended 
him; that Mr. Richardſon denied ever having done 


fo, and declared he would not truſt him for a gui» 
hea, as he attempted. to. take him in far 4ol. He 


ken referred Mt. F. to Mr. G. of the Temple, w bo 

confirmed Mr. R. s account of the priſoner, and re- 
counted many other fraudulent acts of which he had 
Deen guilty. That from that time (Feb. 22) Mr. F 


_ gation, to bring to public juſtice a man 'who could, 
without remorſe, make profeſſion of diſtreſſing the 
unwary; and that from that time he had taken every 
poſſible means of apprehending the priſoner, which, 

by his fieady perſereratce, had at -length proved 
eſfectual. That in the courſe of his inquiries after 
the Major, he had been able to trace out ſome of 
the moſt nefarious acts that ever diſgraced an indi- 
vidualt baving ſome time ago received intelligence 
of his haunts, he procured a watrant ; and after be- 
ing repeatedly diſappointed in apprehending bim, 
as he was paſſing through Cheapfide, perceiv- 
ing a coach anſwering the deſcription. of that uſed 
by Semple, he inſtantly called to the driver to ftop; 
Hut W * He. then dt 10 


W 


conſidered: hirnfelf ound by an indiſpenſable obi: 


» 


- od 44D 90 * 
and | after a hong chaſe attempted to leap in at the 
window; upon which the coach ſtopped, and the 
Major eſcaped out of the oppoſite fide. Mr. F. 

purſued. The Major then took thelter in a banker's 
- ſhop, where he remained till the arrival of the of- 

ficers from Bow-ſtreet, who condutted bim! in gas 

ty to the Compier. 
So eminent a gentleman bdag committed to pri · 
ſon, he ſoon became the topic of every company, 
nnd the public prints were equally as induſtrious to 
pPropagate his fame, as the world at large had been. 

We have ſelected the following, as it leads to a very 
curious reply of Mr. Semple's. 
Monin Posr. 

Mr. Feltham, who has ſpiritedly ſtepped forward : 
to curb the induſtrious hero Major Semple in his 
career, aſſigned to the Lord Mayor as reaſons for 
a ſecond examination, that ſeveral other charges 


of the ſame nature, more forcible than his; could 


be produced. Above 120 perſons. attended, who 
propoſed to prove a multitude of fimilar facts 


againſt the priſoner; but the Lord Mayor decided 


againſt the neceſſity of their appearance, as the 
cafe of Mr. F. was ſufficiently ftrong in itfelf to 
ſupport a proſecution, and enſure the penalties of 


| the law to the offender. His lordſhip expreſſed. 


his thanks to Mr. F. for the ſpirit he ſhewed in fol- 
lowing up the delinquent. The groupe who ſuf- _ 
tered oy the ine of * Senius, recited many 


and 


— ee ES a 
. ͤ— — — — A We 
— — 


— oe ng 3 = 
— — — — - 
— Bat I a 
oy : . 
— en 2 


8 — — 
— . — 
a> - = . 5 » — * Y 
2 5 * 1 — 2 oy 
L > OO OT — — 2 — . oy l 
= - — — — — — —— * E — 
** 4 — — 
" __ F — - 3 * — - < * * — = 
* — * " — - - —ůů Ln 
* $row 2 
: —_ 4 


— 


= wb. Fs; 5 


— 


1 


— 


— 
SI 


-- Old - * 
wWo> 0-4 hu 
— I 
= ” 2 — — 
I. 
= - IJ 


"(483 


his return, in which he ſucceeded. He at another 


time aſſumed the character of an ambaſſador to the 
court of Ruſſia, and nearly ruined an uptortunate 

taylor, who prepared for him a wardrobe to near 
the value of 400l. a confiderable part of which was 


delivered. He travelled to Ruſſia, whence the ef- 


fects of his genius forced him to make a precipitate 


retreat to Sweden; from the capital of which his 
quarters were alſo beat up. In Flanders he ſuc- 
ceeded upon the credulity of the public; and Calais 
did not eſcape the effects of his induſtry.” | 


He is married into a family who are far m de- | 
ſerving the conſequences of ſuch a connection. He 
has a wife whoſe character is irreproachable, by 


whom he had two children: he abandoned her, 
and took up with an nee e whom he has 
brought to ruin. Zh 0 4 


1 he ANSWER. 


To the PainTER of the Moxninc CaroniIcLe, 


PY 


©« SIR, 


* am too ſenſible of the difficulty of vindtibac= 
ing my character to make the attempt; yet I would 
willingly ſhew to the public, through the channel 


of your undiafſed paper, that I am a injured, | 
and 


and various exploits which peculiarly diſtinguiſhed 
his ingenuity. Among ſeveral, he contrived to 
| ſwindle to a town in Derbyſhire, by taking in one 
| fide of the road on his departure, and the other on 


„ wwe ns 
„ 


„„ 
and thabnotitag can anghrius the Allerdless which | 
have appeared in the public prints, but the 'unhappy 


ſituation into which my follies (to give them no ſe- 
verer a name) have threwn me. Mr. F —, as 
yet the only perſon: bouad er to proſeeute, has 


not heſitated to do his utmoſſ to hurt me. He o- 
oafioned' my appearing a ſevond time at Guildhall, 
under the pretence of kuving cwenty-tkres People 
to appear againſt me; bur dn calling over their 

names g only were to be found. The whole of Mr. 
F. AIs conduct towards me has been marked; dur- 


could not make any ſtory out) he went ſo far as 


o call to him in the preſence: of the whole court, 
Don't you remember what you ſuid to me this 


morning! I remarked ehat eireumſtance imme- 


ö are tho Lord Mayory and, I beleve, it bad 
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ae pepe hive been filled with many d alk. : 


bret charges againſt me: the impoſſibility of an- 
4 ſwering them muſt 
 forve them for another occaſion, - Sometime ago x 


muſt be'vifible to every body; I re- 


ſtory, without any ground whatever, was fabricated, 


about my perſonating a certain noble Marquis, and 


ſwindling two maiden fiflers out of their whole ſor⸗ 
tune, 12500. This ſtory, groundleſs as it was, and 
contradicted with authority, has again been re- 


e n fo ae, that 1 have > 


——— ——¾ —„—-—¼ P'— E-— Aa 


195 | 0 2 35 
ruĩned a taylor, by aſſuming the character of an am- 
baſſador to the court of Ruſſia, and obtaining from 
him cloaths to the amount of 400l. May I beg to 
know the name of this: taylor? and if the perſon 
who gave the intelligence is not, from motives of 
fear or ſhame, obliged to conceal his, I ſhould be 
glad to be indulged with it. It is alſo ſaid, that I 
was obliged to make a precipitate retreat from the 
capital of Sweden: in anſwer to this, 1 can oy 
ſay, that J have been in almoſt every capital in 
Europe; the capital of Sweden I never was in durs - 
ing my life, and, as 1 here 2 ba it naw 
the only one. Jan 104 uon 
J cannot "Dy any 1 ae for filling 
the papers with theſe groundleſs charges againſt 
me, but the malicious intention of injuring: me in 
the eyes of thoſe who have ſome friendſhip for me, 
and the ſtill more wicked one of. prejudicing the 
judges and jury againſt me. I am ſorry to conſeſs, 
there are people who may with, reaſon complain of. 
me; Mr, F-— certainly with truth cannot. I 
declare I will do my endeavours to ſeule as doo 
poſſible all the demands againſt me 
LJ ought not to finiſh this without 7 e 
cular notice of the very humane treatment I have 
received from the Lord Mayor: the kind attentions 
of Mr. Miller, the city marſhal, merit my warm- 
eſt een e Since * confinement. 4 
1 have | 


; e 5¹ 5 
5 hive received every indulgence that the . of 
the P can with propriety oo me. 
lam, Sin, MP 5 
Tout moſt obedient, 
. | . Ant 1 humble ſervant, 
J. G. SEMPLE,” 


v5. 18. 17 86. 
9 ed be making anne 
of logical abilities, and a waſte of pen, ink, and 
paper. It was our duty to give it becauſe the audi 
alteram partem ought never to be departed from. 
| One obſervation only we beg leave to make: the 

Major acknowledges having been in almoſt every 
court in Europe but that of Sweden, and that court 
he denies ever having been in. Mark the poſition; 
and then what, from his own aſſertion, is the na- 
tural concluſion ? Why, that the precipitate retreat 
was not from Sweden, but from ſome other court 


in Europe; moſt of which he allows he has been at. 


When great men commit blunders, they are ſure to 
be monſlrous ones. Had Major, or James George 


Semple, Efq. or Mr. Semple, made no anſwer, it | 


would have afforded no room to litigate his literary 
abilities. 
But being now in | boa cuſtodia, and the Major 


left to his private meditations, we beg the 
reader to drop him till the. period of appearance 
at t the bar of the Old Bailey, which vas on Tueſ- 


* 
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day the 24th of July laſt; where he made bis entre, 
with the Turnkey of Newgate on one ſide, and 4 
certain knight of the poſt, vulgerly called Jack 


Ketch, on the other, to. anſwer a charge made by 
Mr. Lycett; vide j page 27. 


The Major bowed tothe court—he dowd to 


the jury be e bowed to the audience—-three bows. 
His honourable attendants, by the power of ſen- 
fitive ſympathy, bowed- ano They ft the force 
of atrestion in the neck. Wulſt they: bowed, a 


fide-glance of commfetation darted om the Major, 


2 blufhed full as tmich #8 a modern made peer 


when inttoduced by: tWo of his friends, -« "at the 


bar of a flill greater alen, wine de 


N eee about Min. ; *COWel ni 


He märched e forward-Tie was 


called on to—hold up his hand! Degrading Hum 
lation! Nothing moves one ſo mich as a great 


man in diſtreſs 110 was itiſued with #ll the info. 
lence of official interti 
& ſehy yu, JAMES GTR Hants; dre 
* SEMPLE, other wit KR HURD Y; are You GVXLTY. 


« of this TELONYV of with you Rand indica; r ndt 


_* gyt.Ty?” Any anfwer to fuch a queſtion, put to 
ſuch a gentleman, would have been a derogition of 
character: nay, fo truly pitiable was His fitybition, 
that it——moved tlie court; for, as Arfſtophanes 
ſays, in his Devil upon Two: Säcke Up farted : 


e little Belzy in the bm of an able — 
and ſaid— | 5 


„and aſked; 2" Hop 


* 
# 


na xeſpect to one of them, vitiates the Indictment 


5 0 33 1 

He kimably. conceived that his client cold not 
anſwer the queſtion; and by a delicate turn re- 
heved the Major from the moſt poignant diſtteſs. 
This delicate turn was, & Fu Aw in the Indictment, 
This he — We an e That it 


ents edifment. upon the merits ; A 0 
avail themſelres of any legal inaccutacies. But 


; from the complexion of this proſecution, or rather 


perſecution, he thought it his duty to lay hold of 


every apportznity which could operate to Mr. 
Semple's advantage, (his 'counſel in this introdus - 

tor y addreſs dropt the title of Major) and therefore 
he took an exception to the indictment. This ob- 


jodilon, he ſaid, was founded upon ſtat. 1. Hen. gth, 


g. g which enacts, that in all Indictments, the party 


indiQed ſhould be deſcribed in the Indictment, 


with: Þraper additions 3 and he 8 Hales P . 
Crown, B. ii, ch. 28 EG. JDe 

. He alſo argued, that this being an 1 
for Ebay it 18 a fatal fault to apply the addition 


to the name which comes under the alias dich 


only, and not to the firſt name, though it is not 


material whether any addhion be put to. the name 
which comes under the: alias dictus or not, becauſe 


what is ſo expreſſed is not material; but it is fo 


a great an error to omit an atldition to his firſt name, 


that where ſeyeral are indicted, ſuch an omiſſion, 


as 


0 8 
as to all: 1 Bulſtrode 183, 2 Leonard 188, Cro. 
Eliz. 583, Dyer 88. 
He relied ſtrongly on men 8 adder 2 Leon. 

| 163 and cited ſeveral other authorities. - _ 

The judge, Mr. Recorder, obſerved, that the 
modern practice was uniformly contrary to the Caſes ; 
Cited, but allowed the legality of the objection. 

His counſel contended, that allowing the practice | 
to be fo, the Court ought to over- rule it, on its 
being ſhewn to be contrary to la x. 

Mr. Recorder admitted the practice to be ade : 
the objection; but thought the proper mode of ob- 
jection would N been omg "_ _ mms or 
demutrrer. 

His counſel again de "_ aides hk 
was a wrong addition, the proper mode-of taking 
advantage of it was by plea in abatement, where 
there was no addition, 'or the objection. appeared 
upon the face of the Indictment, and in the pre- 
ſent caſe, the addition being to the alias diffus 
only, therefore no addition, the ten node of 
objecting was by exception. 

He further contended, that if a DRY of fub- 
ſtance be omitted in the indictment, the whole 
indictment is bad; but it is otherwiſe where a 
word of form is omitted, or there is an omiſſion of 
an anonymous word when the ſenſe i is "0 fame, 
* e era 


The 


I 


0 8» 


| jeant Crawley moved to quaſh it as Inſufficient; and 


* - 


among many other objections ſaid, the Indictment 
ſtated that 1 the defendant was noti uagus, and it did 
not ſay that he was a ſuſpicious night-walker. But 
Dodridge and Whitlock J. over- ruled this objec- 

tion, and the defendant received judgment. Hi- 

_ lay, 2 Car. King's Bench; a it was e een ; 


in Willow's caſe, Latch 173. >$ 28 


Under all theſe confderations he moved. the 


court to quaſh the indictment... n 7075 155 4 1 


The Recorder thought the objection was well 


founded, and ordered that the * ſhould * 


quaſhed accordingly. . 


In plain Engliſn, and to make this et iutel 
lgible to men of common ſenſe, as well as to law- 


Pers, let it be underſtood, that the priſoner, (We 


beg the Major's pardon). was indicted thus 
The perſons for our Lord the King, on their 
oaths, preſent, That JaMzs Gonk HarrouD; 


otherwiſe Sz MILE, otherwiſe KEN NED Y, &c. &c. 


&c. whereas i in truth _ in fact it * to * 


run thus: 1 5 
- The jurors for aur Lord the King, htc: 
ſent, That: Jamzs SzMeLe, dberwiſe HannoLD, | 


otherwiſe KNM ED, &c. &c. &c. becauſe his real 
pame being Su UR, that name ought to have taken 


the kad, and the Alias's, like ſo many other horſes 


that 


* 5 


The King v. Wheelhouſe, Popham 208. An 
Indictment for frequenting a bawdy-houſe; and Ser- 


e * 
—— — — — . — — 
- 


. 
* 


motion, ahy ſaying, That on diſcuſſing the form 


(56 90 


| that have ſcarted for the King's uu, been whip 


ped in ſor the ſweepſtakes only. 1 4 

But bis counſel: having been Pia woe] 
mation, mada another, high unfortunately failed. 
The ingdictment having, by order of cart} been 
quaſhed, he moved that Mr. Semple be biscHAR 6A 
FD, The Recorder, hqwever; demurzedato  this- 


of am indictment, the: court never go into the f- 
rits; that as a grand jury had'thought proper to ſay 
the priſoner had ebe er felony, it would be a 
breach of duty in the court to ſuffer r ae 
hrge till / that queſtion was tridt. 
He heratore crlered Major Semple) cb bb ben 
thence to the place from whence he care, and to 
be detained in bis Majefty jail of Newgate ti} the 


next faiGoris; when, the- Profecutor might have an 
opportunity of preferring a freſh un and then alter 


the form af the indictment. 
It was hinted beſides, that e ere Wil 


other -iodiftments againſt? him for francs; which 


were of themſelves ſtrong enough to detain him. 
The cnunſel then obſerved that he fhiould adviſe 
has” client to plead and take his trial; but after 


ſome confideration, that intention was droppt 


eee ang; bowing tüte times. 
bee SE Ian, * 5 1 2,9. 
| . to-otHdrvs) that we" nnot poſfi- : 


bly mean any the moi diltaar reſte ion on the Sen- 


5 | 5 tleman 


1 (* 37) ) 
e b. was Major be counſel, "Mr 


Agar, by adopting. the term +. Linie Belxy. 
- wil hurt us, not a little, ſhould he ſo e 


We know his liberality of ſentiment, and that he 


will readily pardon à little of the Old Ba ley wit. 


Indeed, to do him juſtice, he diſtinguiſhed himiſelf 


much to his credit, and with a modeſty that dif- 


covered as much che characteriſlics of a gentleman, 


as with a learning that diſplayed his abilities as ia 
lawyer. We know his manners in private life to be 


amiable; and we have no doubt, by: application, ke 


will very ſoon be an equal ornament W 
ſion as he is already toldctety.: 1 3 The b T4363 TORT 


Diſappointed, therefore, in concluding! the life 
f Major Semple with his trial au; we hope the 
regeſs will afford us an opportunity of making the 


delay agreeable, by treating our readers in the 


man time , er more aneodotees 
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| | Our hopes are + accompli hed ; the following a 
| ing particulars have been handed to us by ſeveral re- 
- ſpettable perſons, who have had the pleaſure of knowing 


Mr. Semple upon various occaſions; all, however, in a | 


| Way that has extended his ſie, as an I in ble art 


of the bee of: Mr. Semple's 8 n and 
bf introduction into life, though the leading features 
- were exact, yet the nicer traits were ſomething im- 
perfect; but not materially ſo. Time, however, 
- has offered us opportunity not only to correct 
them, but nk to _— the ON; In to 
| his hiſtor 7. | : 
+ Inftead of his PIES habit nan a \ridoontaddirbo 
was a ſurveyor in the cuſtoms at Scotland; a degree 
of difference in point of ſituation, which tends as 
materially to ennoble Mr. G. Semple, as much as 
if we had called him a journeyman to the finiſh- 
er of the law when we ſhould have properly fiyled 


John Ketch, Eſquire. | 
Another little error crept alſo into our biogra- 


rok account. Inſtead of the lady, whoſe miſ- 


fortune it was to call herſelf after the name of the 
gentleman who has the honour to act ſocapital a figure 
in theſe memoirs, being a relation to the Ducheſs 
of Kingſton, ſhe was only her God-daughter: a 
circumſtance we ſhould not have thought material 


enough to have mentioned, had not a very correct 
hiſtorian 


(£5959) 
Hiſtorian ſuggeſted 1 it to us, and adviſed. us to be 


minute in ſo important a particular. i] 
Again. Inſtead of Baron Hompuſch dag 4 


Ruſſian, he is a German nobleman; which, per- 


| haps, makes ſmall degree of difference in point of 


antiquity. Inſtead, alfo, of his having been re- 4 = 


fident at Bruffels, it was at Cologne he firſt had 


the honour of Mr. ane, 3 5 EY himſelf 0 


bi ©; 


Having, therefore, eritiviily; correfed 40 : 


errors, we beg leave to ſay a little more reſpect- 
ing Mr. Semple's firſt introduction into this great 
metropolis, where abilities like his have a wide 
field to diſplay themſelves i in, and where induſtry 
never can be in want of a guinea. * | 


The fituation of Mr. Semple' 8 Father had been 
naturally ſuch, as to bring him to the knowledge 
of a certain gentleman, who was intimate with | 


a Scotch merchant, who was acquainted. with an 
attorney, or rather writer at Edinburgh, who 
was the friend of a gentleman who was very well 


acquainted with one of the lords of Trade, now 


one of the lords of his Majefty's Bed - chamber, 


who was an intimate friend of one of the air dont 


| 2 the Eaſt India Company. 2 


Novy it ſo happened, that there was woch a Fe) | 


underſtanding between that certain gentleman, 
that Scotch merchant, and the lawyer, who tranſ- 
acted the buſineſs of the ſaid lord, that the writer, 


© Ha the firſt application, declared that young 
j 1 . 


o 
e 


- 
r n 
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Semple ſhould have a place in the Eaſt IodFn, Game 


pa'y 8 ſervice abroad. panes 404 
Upon this abſolute promiſe Gn: fuck + a - grant 
man, the [elder | Semple equipped James George 
with all proper materials for ſuch a journey to the 
Eaſt; not forgeiting the requifites neceſſary to con- 
vey him to London, where, he ſuppoſed he bad 
nothing to do but to call on the chairman of 
that company and receive his appointment. 

Notwitkſtanding, however, that a bſolute pro- 
miſe, young Semple found ſome little difficulty in 
obtaining it; and, being a bon vi vant, he exhauſted 
his reſources with a facility that ſoon compelled 
him to have recourſe to the old man for a freſh, 
ſupply , Under the pretence of the, neceſſary extra- 

vaganee. he; vas compelled toſlive at in London. 

Having obtained a ſupply, be 3 

that, with as much ſpeed . as he bad done his 
former finances; and whilſt his applications at the 
Eaſt-India Houſe, and attendange, there, ſhould 
have been reaewed with bourly vigour, his only | 
Rudy was to adorn; his ſweet perſon, and com- 
mence fine gentleman. The lazineſs gf his life 
ſoon led him into company, capable of complet- 
ing his utmoſt wiſhes, and all ideas of venturing 
ſo dangerous a _—_— "ad. changes. were as ſoon 
exploded. "0161 

| Gay life and gay company er Hugh. an 
| unhappy. projects to ſupport it. It was to this in- 

advertent ſtep in the elder Semple, of intruſting 


{ 
4 3.44 4 


e bY 4 Sk 
his ſon as: his own maſter in a town, * 


utmoſt reſolution and fortitude are too often ine 
effectual ſecurity againſt vice and debauchery,, 


that the younger Semple owes his ruin. It was 
more highly . criminal in him, as he knew the na- 


tural bent of his ſon's, inclinations. Let us pity, 
therefore, whil It we condemn; though, at the ſame. 1 


time, the inadvertence of a den is no apology 
| for, the immoralities of a ſuun. 

After he had married into the Hofman 
family, and his way of life had ſo diſguſted the 
lady's parents, that they never would conſent, to 


| ſee him, they offered to ſettle upon her z00l. per 
ann. if ſhe would quit her huſband. But ſuch is 


the prevalence of paſſion in the female part of the 
creation, that they are not only blind to their own 
intereſts, but to the defects and vices of him, who, 
unhappily chances to be the God of their idolatry, 
Mrs. Semple. then refuſed the offer; but at 
length, wearied with habitual enqrmities, ſhe has 


| conſented to. remove herſelf entirely out of his | 
reach, Not thinking herſelf ſafe in England, where 
the could be peftered with his viſits and applica» | 


tions, the wiſely choſe: to retire to 2 ſpot where 
the ſingularity of his adventures has forecloſed 


all ideas of diſturbance. She. is now at Calais; 


where Mr. Semple, for a long time paſt, has not 


ventured to make his appearance, and for a reaſon 


which to him was a very formidable one. He had 


already. are the pleaſures of three years 


* 88 
1 


impriſonment 


— 


* 
p_ — 
— 


0 ä 
impriſonment in Calais gaol; and, not defirous of 
reviſiting his old habitation, very wiſely _— =, 
that ſea-port in his latter viſit to the continent. 
FThe univerſity of Oxford alſo has had the — 
of Mr. Semple's being a member of their county 
gaol for debt; where he remained balr five _ 
and was then matriculated. ; 
We have already mentioned his n at 
Mr. Lock's, and decamping from thence without 
condeſcending to recollect a little circumſtance that 
all perſons, who let lodgings, conſider as a very 
material one, viz. paying the rent: and as Major 
Semple had, ſoon after that march, the honour 
of making a | figure in a public newſpaper, we 
mould neither do our readers nor the Major juſtice, 
to let ſlip fo favourable an opportunity of laying 
| before them the following ſmall notice which 
chance has luckily thrown into our r hands, N 


25 Is J. G. Semple, who left his ati at 
4 Daniel Lock's, No. 17, Upper Marybone- 
« ſtreet, near Portland Chapel, does not fetch the 
« trunk away which he left there, in 14 days from 
« this date the ſame will be appraiſed and ſold. 

* Witneſs my hand, DANIEL LOCK. 
FE -» May 29, 2786,” . . 1 


It was impoiiible for us not to avail ourſelves of 
ſo authentic a document, however trifling; but the 
more material inſtances. of his abilities, which, like 


"Ye C 0 
the ſplendour of an eaſtern Bulſe, atinikiſars "the 


- faint "radiance ' of a Briſtol ſtone, totally oclipfe 


all ſuch petty efforts of occafional genis. 


From the circumſtance of Baron Hompuſch hay- 


ing introduced him to Mr. Chancellor Pitt, Mr. 
Semple ſtruck out a line of ingenuity which ſeldom 
or never failed of ſucceſs. He took the freedom, 
as one gentleman might readily do with another; of 
writing to Mr, Pitt; and in one of theſe letters 
hinted a ſcheme which, he faid, would be ſer- 


viceable to the kingdom, defiring to know when 
_ Pitt would do him the honout"of an abdience. 


Having obtained anſwers, which was all” wc 

Mt. Semple thought neceſfary for the'g9od of his 
Country, be took that natural adyäantage of i it, 
which leſs ambitious minds might be excuſed for. 
Ile boaſted of his acquaintance and i intimacy. myth 
Mr. Pitt, readily ſhewed his letters, and alſo let- 
ters from Dr. Pretty man, and made himfelf of 
that conſequence which he knew the weaker part 
ol the world readily bowed down to 
x The firſt inſtance we "have on 28 N 
making uſe of his correſpondence, i is on the igth 


of December, in the year 1785, at Doncaſtex ĩ in 


Vorkſhire.— We have not learnt the particulars 


bow he got there, whether it was in a journey to 


12 Scotland or from it; nor how he introduced him- 
ſelf to the gentleman who gave credit to that cbr- 


teſpondence: but the fact is, he did introduce 


Himſelf, and the introduction anſwered his then 


pur poſe. 
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ne The ingenious tale too, which be R- 
-bricated to complete his purpoſe, we are alſo 


ſtrangers to; but the following letter, which a 


very fortunate accident put into our poſſeſſion, 

_ exhibits ſo very pleaſing and humorous à picture, 
and is alſo accompanied with ſuch a ſaroaſtic turn, 
that we inſert it litera ſcriptis, as the beſt _— 
Vn our 14216 ee and 27 


144 . = 1 


o "= o ( e; 5 * oY 
1 % ln! ; 111, Torture 33 --$1 91 
ail, fd pit in April laſt to hare — 


— of © 
- 


"myſelf; the Honor: of, paying my ebenes vou or to 


Lond attempted i it at W BBlands Eſq: Ne 24 queen Anns 
ſtreet Weſt London—But truly as you ay, by your, ad- 
dicks to "the publick | in the Morning Chronicle af 39> 
1 £591 has oy Aurel 15 inflant 
Various! Acct 2 ett. rhe defer addirt 


1777 


trouble to my ſo readily ere 980 8 Dee - 


1785—For 7 Guineas: LL ten ann? 

-  ** You-confeſs' there are dah . * itt 
Plain, of you, And do add © I declare I will do my endeavor 
zo ſettle as ſoon as poſſible all the demands againſi me.  Wou'd 
it was known .to this Houſe Eliiſen Cooke & Co when 


expect it. Can you remember all that paſs'd—And where 
the James Semple poiſoned himſelf !' who I mention'd 60 | 
you had Swindled me in 1477—Its a long time fince= 


Forgive me if I trouble you with ſome more particulars of 


this Laſt matter Jams Semple (ſo like your writing I've 
no doubt the very ſame perſon as wrote JG Semple) 


« York 24 Oc. 1777 Pay Mr Tho s Gu —— 


0 


ff We 4 8 Ty 


r 


16 
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_ I 
to Mur Veach Mer: Broad Street Golden Square Lenden- 


When this made its way to Town the Acc* was Mr 


Swann: was Swindled—Don't you think ſuch Villains de- 


ſerve Hanging Mr Semple? May all ſuch only meet theie | 


deſerts—And ſome Folks might not have had the trouble to 
live ſo long—as ever to experience any diſagreeable trial 


to pay debts—ſo long diſhonorably. contracted— Judge 
you by the encl6s'd—And at leaſt if not for both or all 
three Se i moles not forgetting your very ſerious promiſe 
Midi in dec Laſt do ſomething worthy yourſeff and my 
_ advertiſing you in the Morning Chronicle, or any paper 


you chuſe . That you have diſcharged the 3 Guineas 


& & at our Bankers Meſſu R & F Goſling you may re- 


member you took their names down in december Laſt— 
You may depend upon my doing every generous: act to- 
wards you in return But tas I greatly fear the pleaſing 
ſide for myſelf— Will not do that fo myſelf—1 truly wiſh. 


every VILLAIN had adminiſter'd to him—Twelve Guineas 


be r payment wou'd be more agreeable to receive than to 
join in the proſecuting the once ſo Intimate Friend of our 
Gnxar Mc Pit '& his ſecretary Mr Smith — But web! 


J ſhall have a pleaſure in doing— If your Er iends want 
help who have gat you into ſuch obligations as you expreſs 


to the den * and City Marſhall. 4 
N name 9 y you have herein, 


* * * . 
9 . \ . ' 
+4 * wy >» 3 ? 
14 3\S £34 ; * 


It FRE ka the 8 letter, that a Mr. 
1 5 Semple had paid his reſpects to the gentleman nine 
years ago; and, by, the prefent Mr. Semple's ac- 
Count, had poiſoned hinfelf, What the gentleman's 
opinion was of the two Soſia's may be eaſily gueſſed. 

5 by his 1 interrogation, Don't you think ſuch villaint di- 

| ſerve 5 . Mr. Semple ? 


3 5 It 


85 66 1 FO 
1 t muſt be alſo obſerved, that although the gen- 
tleman gave himſelf the trouble of addreſſing Mr. 
Semple on the ſubject, which is eafily ſeen was 
fince his unlucky confinement, ſuch addreſs was 
not the reſult of any the moſt diftant idea of be- 

ing refunded the foregoing ſum, but from the pleaſ- 


FTA ing ſatisfaction of reminding Mr. Semple that the 


matter was not totally forgot, and that he was not 
entirely a ſtranger to his preſent place of abode. |. 
Indeed, the gentleman's good wiſhes towards 
Mr. Semple are by no means ſo favourable as his 
calamitous circumſtances may require, as he pro- 
miſes him, if his friends want help, he ſhall have a a 
pleafure in aſſiſting them. 
We have hitherto traced Mr. Semple 8 abilities | 
in preying upon the purſes of his friends; but 
that qualification was infinitely inferior to his 
merit in preying upon the peace of mind and 
happineſs of two gentlemen, wha — the — 
of his acquaintance. SY 
Ie has been noticed already that he ads his - 
application to Baron Hompuſch on the ground of 
having fought two duels himſelf, and killed both 
his men; but he was more e in the 1225 : 
lowing. event. 

When he was at Spa, above 3 to be a 
quarrel between two real gentlemen, with whom 


Mr. Semple aſſociated, and he was the go- between 


in the diſpute. To each party, though he under- 


took the office of a I, he a ggravated the 
„ — 


VCC 
expreſſions of the one, and thereby inflamed the _ 
| mind of the other. This diverſion of Mr. Sem- 
 ple's produced a duel ; and the conſequence was, 
that one of his friends was wounded : but when a 
reconciliation and explanation enſued, Mr. Sem- 
ple thought proper, in order to avoid manual chaſ- 9 
tiſement, to abdicate the place. 

Mr. Semple was alſo once at Derby, and had in- 
troduced himſelf to ſeveral gentlemen as the con- 
fidential and boſom friend of Mr. Pitt, Dr. Pretty- 
man, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Lepine, and others who have 
the management of the various departments of his 
Majeſty's treaſury. By producing of ſome let- 
ters, which he had artfully extorted from ſome of 


thoſe gentlemen, he had made himſelf a man of 


no ſmall conſequence in that country. But his 
application to Mr. Bailey, who is in the com- 
miſſion of the peace for that county, likewiſe a gen- 


5 tleman of independent fortune, and, what is ſtill 


far ſuperior, a moſt reſpectable character, was 
founded on another claim. 

Mr. Semple waited on Mr. Bailey, and told bim 
that, from his well-known and eſtabliſhed character 
for liberal feelings towards gentlemen who may 
have occaſion for temporary ſupplies, and are by 
accident deprived of the means of proſecuting 
their journies, he, although a perfect ſtranger, took 
the liberty of 1 on Mr. EY. to 1 . 
his aſſiſtance. | 

"The Rs he mide uſwof to Mr. Bat for 
ER . this 


TO t, 68 )\ 
this canary, ſupply was, his having let his 
pocker- book behind him, which he had not dif- 


covered till he had reached Derby; ; that he was 
going into Scotland, not only on a viſit to his 

friends, the family of Liſle, but alſo to marry a 
young lady of exceeding large fortune; and that 


his caſh was expended, by which accident he was 


ſtuck faſt at Derby; and having no friend there 
whom he knew, made this his Apology; for the * 5 


Plication to Mr. Bailey. 


His perſon, addreſs, * conſequential 0 : 


gave him a credit in the eye of Mr. Bailey, who . 
readily Tent him 2gl. for which he returned that 


gentleman the full and Lufficient ſecurity of his 


promiffory. 4 

We hardly 1 ſay, that it was never redeem- 
ed; but when: Mr. Semple had the honour of being 
conducted to the domicil of our ſovereign lord 


the King, and to cut ſo conſpicuous a figure 


in our public prints, Mr. Bailey by that means 
diſcovering the Major's abode, indorſed the note 
over to Sir Sampſon Wright, of the public office 
Bow-ftreet, who has been ſo unkind as to lodge a 


detainer againſt Mr, Semple in the W Mi form 


| of a debt. #5 OR 
Now, though the foregoing form of money, as: 


e of Mr. Bailey, was obtained in à manner 
that moſt, aſſuredly comes, under the goth of Geo 


"Sy and is clearly and unequivocally A fraud, if the 
bo 6 FRO We, af. . s. could 


of "+ 
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proved falſe; 1 the, us proband being hum 
by law on Mr. Bailey, it would be next to im- 
poilivle for him to prove that the Major had not 
left his pocket · book behind him, and that he had not 
expended all his caſh, that he was not going on a 
matrimonial expedition to Scotland to be n 
to a lady of large fortune. 


Mr. Bailey, therefore, not Telng, able t to bros Tp. 


the negative, it was out of his power to put the 
Major to the trouble of proving the affirmative; (two. 
words, by the, bye, on which are founded every 
legal purſuit, and every. ſpecies of art and chi- 
canery in the proſecution of it) he took | the only 


remedy. he had 10 try to recover his property; and, | 
no dou.t very reluctantly, for we have every rea- 
ſon to think, that had Mr. Bailey had it in his power; 
to have proceeded otherwiſe, he would gladly. 
have relinquithed the proſecution i in the ſhape of 2 
debt, and done juſtice to his en by adopting 2 . | 


proſecution for 2 fraud, hi 


Mie axe in poſſeſſion alſo, gf another but a gar : 
more ingenious, adyenture of his, in an exqufſion 


from the north to towa. He came to an inn on 


the road in a. poſt-chaiſe ;. and it being about twa 
o'clock, P. M. he {aid it was too ſoon for dinner, 


but whilſt the landlord was roaſting a fowl, hs 


Wee amuſe himſelf hy viewing the chureh : 
Phe fowl was accordingly. ſpitted; but it hap - 


5 pening chat the boy who. drove . Mr; Semple to the 
5 above. pond 2 dceileak,f in the, e 


* - 


eit 
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leſt his horſes to the care of the hoftler, whilſt he 
vent to pay his reſpects to his Dolcines, at the : 


| fatther end of the town. 

As the driver was ane at the door alking 
with the lady, he faw a poſt-chaiſe coming along ; 
and having the curiofity to ſee who was therein, 


was very much ſurpriſed to find the gentleman he 
had juſt ſat down at one inn, in a  poſt-chaiſe be- : 
longing. to another. But what appeared ſtill more 


furprizing was, he had not received his maſter's 
fare; and, what was fill worſe, his own cuſtomary 
compliment. It was in vain for the Major to draw 


back and ſecrete himſelf. The boy ran back to' 
the inn, and told the circumftance, when the maſter 
ordered two horfes to be ſaddled; and, at the end of 


two ſtages, the f landlord and Hoy accoſted Mr. 


Semple very rudely indeed, 12 N on his 


going before a magiſtrate. 


When they arrived at his worthip's 'S, the com- 
plaint was formally laid; and the Major being aſked 


what he had to ſay for himſelf, he ran through 


lineage even from the year 1547, when the title 


of. Lord Viſcount Liſle became extinct, to the very 
kour in which he was entitled to it; leaving out 
all the hairbreadth eſtapes, diſaſters, chances, &c. 


Having done this he quitted the pedigree, but 


with equal hauteur harangued on his importance to 


government. He declared himſelf the boſom 


friend of Mr. Pitt; ſaid he was on his Majeſty” 8 


ſerious | 


; ſervice with _ of is moſt important and 


2 


(n 
B n nature to this kingdom; that he bad er- 5 
fl | hauſted all his caſh; that he would compel every 


1 innkeeper on the road to furniſh him with horſes 
f \ and Chaiſe; and dared the ae or nn. 


to moleſt or detain him. 

- The authoritative ſtile and: manner in ne hay 
= delivered himſelf, and the production of his bis corps” 
"a reſerve, Mr. Pitt's letters, produced - an effect, 

® that not only anſwered his utmoſt purpoſe, but 
| es Proened ed much _ than Mr. n ex- 
1 e The e whoſe. gy Ae ARE 
| government greatly inclined him to favour every 
thing that had the leaſt ſmack of it, was determined 
not to put a ſpoke into the wheels of it. He took 
Mr. Semple, therefore, into his private room, and | 
not only told him be would pay the chaiſe, butaQually 
offered Mr. Semple a ſufficiept ſum of money to 
enable him to come to town; which offer the Major 
. accepted, .with a profuſion of - acknowledgments, | 
and purſued his journey. And thus ended an en- 
ploit, which we diſmiſs without a comment. One 
fact we muſt take notice of: the landlord was by 
far better off than the juſtice ; he was not only 
paid for his chaiſe, but the fowl, and even for the | 
two poſt-horſes which were uſed in the purſuiz ;- 
whilſt the other never knew where or how to re- 
cover a ſhilling. The poſt boy, however, with a 
crowu in one hand, and his he in che W ww 
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& very be. bow heartily wiſhed his honor a oy 


WADE THO wi 


Major's tenderneſs granted it. 


| and we are afraid, for ever irretrievable; unleſs 


* n * WW Wy — 1 F 1 
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Jaurney to London. pag If. 
A circumſtance which e vi the 
courſe, of Mr. Semple's lucubrations, between his 


ſervant and the lady to whom Mr. S. thought pro- 
Per, pro tempore, to lend that name, may not he al- 


together unentertaining; at leaſt it will vary the 


ſcene, and afford a relaxation from that continual ; 
_ firing on which we have already for a, raphiderable 


time ſo very loudly thrummddddòñð. 
In page 26, we mentioned bis being aft Mr. 


Careleſss, White Hart, Watford. a It was „chere 


that the gentle woman ho made uſe of the name of 


Semple, and every other name which the gentley 
man of that name had occafionally complimented. 
her with, was detected in an amour with, her own 
ſerving man, John Winter, by no lefs/ a perſonage 


than the Major himſelf. The conſequenee was 4 
mutual diſcharge of manual compliments and ſer- 


vices. The lady knelt for forgivenes, ms ho, 


- But this was not all that attended, 2 Lehen a 
there;. his unlucky ſtars. diſtreſſed him ſtill furs 


tber. His bag and baggage were detained by Mr. 


Careleſs, and conveyed: into the. hands of Sir 


5 Sampſon Wright: letters from Mr. Pitt, &c. &c. 5 
were diſcovered, with a pile of others, that made 


Offa like a wart, They have been tranſmitted into, 
the bands of .Lord Sydney, the ſecretary. of _ | 


it 


| think myſelf negligent did I not convey thy reſpects to 
you by the earlieſt intelfigence, andto-acquaint you that 


much improved, no thanks to the party that occafioned | 
it. I have been zt Bonn en the Rhine; and if ſamoue 


kind, im faber. 1 to. "bo pore nien 


would aftoniſh the world. 
When we make uſe. of. ſo large an- expteiiin a2 48 


the world, we do not mean to confine ourſelves 
to a circumference of three miles, as Goldſmith's 

midwife did, who had never been farther in her fe, 
had lain all the farmer's wives in that circle, and 


boaſted of her knowledge of the world; nor do we 
mean a.circle of a little larger magnitude, viz, that 
of Great Britain and our town of Berwick-upons 
Tweed z but, we mean an extent ſtill more ſpa» 


50. web the aer lexer will beſt ch 


q |; 75 1 1 be July 4, 27th, : 
ty. | f 


a 65s my return to this 1 from WO TO? 7 n 


1 fuffered much in my health, which'T thank God is;now 


$—= is ever ſeen there again, be is a priſoner for 3 
2 he is. more. notorious in that place 1 4 in London, and 
THROUGHOUT, * THE CONTINENT: , Mr. Heathcote bas 
detained, the carriage, and put His arms on vi age * 
"banker has go ot both his cloaths and mine. 

oF "When: Abend, Latibert's father and mother were un- 


yon Ou? relative to the Ib en on 
bas 5 * Ne 05 e 


AA 
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give me the leaſt hint of him to lutiafy, the parents you 
would do them a ſingular piece « of charity. 


Lam, „ MF fi Wer 108 . q 

Four moſt r devoted humble fervanty 'd 
© 41109 id) 7 
2 | JohN WINTER. | 
% cf AKA L343 Tous Y * 3 


The Aged will tele us putting the addreſs, 
as we have hot the conſent of the A fo 
= TN bats). 

Mr. Heatheote, the eben lined: in 


the above letter, is in ſome miniſterial capacity 


from the Engliſh court; and, accvrding tothe cuſtom 


df the country, ſeized the carriage, for the uſe of | 


thoſe to whom it more properly belonged. 


At Hamburgh, he contrived to get himſelf in- 


troduced to Mr. Matthias, the envoy ; and by the 
means of that introduction to recommend himſelf 
to Mr. Matthias, in Scotland-yard, treaſurer to 


her Majeſty, Mr. 3 G... Semple. accompanied 


Mr. Matthias one evening to Covent-Garden 


houſe; and under pretence of having changed his 


pPreeches, and left his purſe behind way be obtained | 
five guineas of Mr. Matthias. 259 e 


It would not have been eme te bac this 


| matter reſted fingly”; ; but on ſome other pretence | 
he obtained an equal ſum of the fame gentleman. 


Being at Egham, he contrived to make, himſelf 
3 with Dr. Ogilvie, a very worthy divine 
of that place; and OE ſo done, and found by „ 

8 that 


: 4 


that! means this erabeſitier and others with whom 
5 the doctor dealt, Mr. 'Semple obtained credit of vas 
rious people, Having alſo been ſeen arm in arm 


with the doctor at Windſor, wherever the latter 


went into a ſhop the Major went afterwards, and 


got goods of ſome and caſh of others. 

Of Mr. Gulliver, of the Duke's-Head, Belfont, | 
near Hounſlow, "4 obtained the ſum of 10l. and | 
gave Mr. Gulliver the ſame valuable ſecurity for 


it, as he had before given to Mr. Bailey, of Hope. 


But, in order to convince the reader that there 


could be no external appearance of poverty, we 
muſt tell him, that the Major cut a daſh at Bel- 
font; for he had ſervants in livery, and a car- 


ee Which he called his own: but he never 
thought proper to put up at the Duke's-Head after 


the above affront beſtowed on him by Mr. Gul- 


liver, when Mr. n 1 the dame of Ma- 
jor Cunningham. 02 UND 
But his ingenuity was not ſo ein as to 


. be limited to feaſts upon gentlemen who do not 
: knew the world: the gentlemen of the law, who 


are ſuppoſed to know moſt of it, experienced his 
addrefs in the art an 6 you Wit of y- 
purſo. a1"; 
Mr. Gupphr, f *. — „ 
him with forty. a ; and Mr. a. of Hat 
"Baie, with fifty. - 

He was not, 8 5 ks 0 kuccefaful with 
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hs Bell, bac 


Pied for a confiderable furs of money, for. convey 
ing intelligence for the uſe of the Morving Poſt; 


adding, he was going on an embaſſy with diſpatches Y 
to Germany, intruſted to him by Lord Shelburne, 


— Which SCengined A; Kn eee wa be 
In this inttance 5 was not 8 2. anche 


Mr. Bell; but in a few. days after, when that gens. 


tleman was out, he called at the ſhop, and bor» 


_ Fowed half a guinea, pretending; he was arreſted. 
The Major's honour. ſtill lands unredeemed at 
Mr, Bell's. It turned out, however, that Mr. 
Semple advanced the truth; for he Was then 5 


actually in the cuſtody: of Mr. Charles een 
aer to the ſheriff of Middleſex. ode art 


Having ſaid thus much of him, we wal con 


clude our narrative with a ſtroke oF his policy altar 
Samek. 


When he was 8 barg the Compter, % 
Nas, and the turnkey was dreſfug the Major 


with an ornament to his filk ſtockings, he begged 
that a gentleman of his chariRer and import- 


ance might not be ſo diſgraced. That he was 


treated like a gentleman at the former priſon, 


where be had behaved: himſelf. like a gentleman A | 


alfo, having 1 * ag into . al 
Dd ana . 1755 


0 ner, of the Strand; under wn = 
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gentleman, 
n en ompte in the debt 
of a poor old waſherwoman, the turnkey of New- 


importunity, and ornamented 
his leg with 2 chain of that conſtruction and enor- 
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= . MBit} the Koni 67 Septermber 1786, 

the Prx1$9Nzr was put to the” Bar, and 
atraigned before Mr. Juſtice Gould and the 
Recorder of London. The indictment ſtated, that 
Ames George Semple, otherwiſe Harrold, other- 
wiſe Kennedy, did on the firſt day of September 


againſt the peace, &c. 

The alias dictus having deen added, in this in- 
dictment, to the fubſtantive name, and no other 
objection being made ne M x. Lycett was 
called, who ſwore 


tee out carriages for hire; and that he knew the 


of September, in the | year 1785, the priſoner 


: . 1” 


2785, of Richard Lycett, coachmaker, one chaiſe, 
commonly called a poſt-chaiſe, of the value of 


fifty pounds, feloniayly Heal, ons and Gow”; ae 


That he was a 1 in Whitechapel, 1 | 
Priſoner perfectly well. That on the fiſt day 


came to his houſe, and hired a poſt-chaiſe for three 
weeks or a month, for which he was. to pay five. 
tings per day; that the priſoner had the car- 
nage delivered to his order, which carriage Mr. 
Lycett never had the en of $_reing again, nor 
tae 


C791 ) E 
the, prifoncr,..xill Mr. Lycett * him i in ente © 


ment in che Poultry. Gompter. it Mb. „ bei 
Mr. Lycett further ſwore, Abe aa priſoneg 
came to him recommended. from the Saracen s- | 


Head, Aldgate, Where he then lodged. That he 
had hired; 2 darriage of him once ford; which 
Vas om the v0th of July precediog, for fir thillings: 


a dax, which he returned en the izteenth, and 
paid .. K Of 19} ary Fed e e bas 
That the er tohiphi the priſoner: had th 
ſecbnd time, and for which he then ſtood. indiqted, 
was by ; the. priſoner's direction altered, by having 
piſtol holſters put to it, and a net to the roaf, 
with A + as reduced to che figs. of iche Majors 


trunk, 1 10 


He it / 3-0 that S Ro wid. bim that 
the cartiage was wanted for a tour to the north; 


that it was delivered on the ſame day to a ſervant 


of Mr. Bolton s, John Deacon, who keeps the 
Saracen Head Inn; that it was three weeks or 4 


month for which it was hired, ſl that it was to 


be returned in that tine. 1 
That. be had never heard from 1 e 3 
that he was ſure the priſoner at the bar was the ſame - 
perſon,. and had not the leaſt doubt of it. _ 
there was no agreement to ſell the chaiſe, or to keep 
it longer than three or four weeks, and then pay 
 fifty-two guineas for it; but that the priſoner ſaid, 
Dy e 1 ſhould have a mind to iti To PRE | 
To e otra oft Wits reid NG 5517 W 
8115 1 Ait * 619 Ale © re Lid FR 
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+ would it be worth?“ to which tit. dene 
plied, About fifty-two guineas; but that there 


about; che chaiſe he obtained was almoſt''a new 

done the other, which the priſoner had before, 

and which he had then let to a . fon 
three or four days, vas an old ona 


ber, , then Put the = following en, 


P ²˙ ü UN;M. CEO apts noo nng, rat 


) 


2 a ale; either 2-060 Mo mme Mr, 
Lycett poſitively denied. Dri 
. added alſo, that ee Gr. him; 
this was not the chaiſe the priſoner had firſt ſpoke 


The Recorder of London; wh 4.6 the pri- 
* han! Mr, 


Lycett." wt] ap | 


Did” you part with the chaiſe with any Pt | 


tion of the priſoner” s being a purchaſer ? ? to which 


Mr. Lycett replied, By no means. © 
The evident meaning of the above Gutes was, 


to ſhew what was in the contemplation” of the 


parties at the actual time of the priſoner's hiring 


the catriage; for if there had been any idea of à 


purchaſe, the felony. would have been FR re- 
duced to a.ſimple debt. . 


Mir: Lycett then underwent a bay long God 


critical crofs examination from Mr. Garrow, ho 
| was concerned for the priſoner as his eounfel.. 
Mr. Lycett produced his bock, at the ac 
the counſe?; when it appeared that the priſoner 
| had obtained the firſt chaiſe under 17 ae 


Vfaſor Harrolu. - 
It appeared fo, that after as name SN 


were had been an eraſure, on which eraſure ſtood 


the 


\ 
* 


CH 


the” hame A; Saupe; and Wag interrogated | 
ſtrictiy on this point, Mr.” Lycett ſaid that be | 


put down every name which he had heard the 
priſoner had went by; that there were three oP. 


four names at times put down, one cf which had 


been the Marquis of Carmarthen ; and that he put 


every name down till he had got the right one, 
Which he diſcovered about three quarters of a year 

agd, at 2 Mr. Sadgrove's, a' "hair-drefſer, at 
e eg with whom the puiſoner had lodged, 


He was then aſked, if he had not called the 


5 ied a damned fcoundrel, and faid that he 
would arreſt him for gol. The former part of the 


queſtion Mr. Lyeett readily acknowledged, dur 


Py denied the latter. 


Mr. Lycett, in his croſs exawiliitioe, further 
faid, that he never gave the prifoner a bill of gol. 


for the chaiſe, nor ever ſued out any writ againſt 


him: that his ſervant, John Marchant, delivered 


the chaiſe to Deacon: that the priſoner behaved 
in a fine flouriſhing and poliſned manner; and that 
he ſhould have reſted very happy if the carriage 
had been ever returned. He denied ever receiving 
a bank-note of ten pounds in part of the carriagez 


and ſaid that his on pocket ſuffered for the proſe- 
cution; however, he "Ow it right © puniſh fuck! | 


| offenders. 


Mr. Garrow then made an ingenious ſuppoſition, | 


that where the eraſure ſtood in the book, there had 
been vrote or to pay fifty guineas ; but this | 
2h, A 55 ee N denied, . 1 | 
Y „ John 
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( 22 ) 
john Marchant, apprentice. to Mr. Lyeett, 
' delivering the carriage to Deacon: and 
Deacon proved fetching it away from Mr. Lycett's. 
But although it appeared that Deacon had drove 
the priſoner once to Barnet and back, and took 
him up at Sadgrove s in Knightſbridge, and drore 
him to Uxbridge, from thence to the Duke of 
Portland s at Bulſtrode and back to town, yet 
this witneſs could not ſwear to the priſoner. On 
his firſt landing up to give his evidence, he de. 
tired to know who was to pay him for his trouble 
and loſs of time; 3 for which he was overtly * 

manded by the court. Fa 
. Mr. Bolton proved that the — bad been. a 
cuſtomer of his in the name of Harrold ; that he. 
vent with him to Lycett' s when the carriage was 
hired; and that he knew nothing of any; n 


but that of biring. 


Mr. Silveſter, who was for the rs, voing 


but juſt come into court, aſked, Mr. Bolton, If the 


carriage was purchaſed or hjred? To which ME. 
Bolton replied, Hired. 6 

The evidence being cod, Mr. n 15 
drefled the court in a very long ſpeech, to ſhew _ 
cauſe. why the priſoner ſhould not be put on bis 
defence, as the, fat ſtated to the court made it 


* 4 debt, and not a felony. 


He cited many caſes, or rather 1 many. 
3 in a way contrary to their conſtructionsz 
ene the fact of e vin oy ſu ee con. 

_ ditzonal | 
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| 2 « 83 5 | 
| tjonal phi; on which he argued a Wulle 
able while, till the Recorder ftoppet him, and 
deſited him to confine his argument to the hiring, 
as the purchaſe was denied, and faid it was the 
_ Province of the jury to determine what the con- 
tract was. "Judge © bon _ ay” coincided. with 
the Recorder.” 12111 | Ih el9.:.18 | 
- Mr. Agat fad 4 TI A on the Hime fide as 
| Mr: Gatrow, and called the proſccution an ex- 
traordinary converſibſ of a mere Weſtminiter-Hall 
buſineſs to che bat bf the Old Bailey. Qs 10. 
Mr. Silvefter was going to teply, when the Re- 
corder ſtopped him, 'atld' faid' HE need not "give 
_ himſelf any trouble on the fubje, fv 1 7! 
The priſoner being then Called on "for Kis de- 
fence, feld, that he BovenT the challe of Mr. 
* and had: 550 Ki a ten ere benk note 
in part. (111 Ki 4 2 0 43.70 7130 75 : 
Mr. Lycett being ett "rag, The Major had 
flouriſhed his hand about in his pockets, and jm 
gled 1 ny. but he never aw cither caſh or 
notes. | * L. nt COILS 
Nr. * Stent OY. FOO on the part of 
the prifoner, Who ſwore that Mr. Lycett bad told 


| * him he had let Major Harrold a poſt-chaiſe-on 


trial, and, that if he liked it, he was to give him 
3 guineas for it. Sadgrove acknowledged, 
on his croſs examination, that ſome gentlemen had 


- been with him * the * 


De Recorc der, With that impartiality,” and. _ 
ges whigh has ever diftinguiſhed. bis han 


ak 1 there. was 2, —.— 1 


exited as much euriolity as his depredatjons [hay 


Es t moſt politiget 


bender er po, if b could. b be 


; Se Major, be thayld not have arreſted hi: _ 


es occde 


dioial 5 
racter, and with a diſcrimination which, © D | 
raph merit on his abilities, ſum nme 5 


Galt, H chen 


or a hiring and purchaſe | 


Ka, & tha, farmer opinign, they muſh; Pe the | r SY, 


priſoner gyilty; i of; the latter, they ought to acquit. 
The Jury, in a few x Pines ner, their r NE 


F F 
The Recorder then aſted them, Whether they. 


ded. their verdict ON: . the evidence given. by 
Mr. Lycett, or that of Sadgrove ; in other words, 
ſaid he,: Hg you r Hine Me Lyne ente, 
T o-whigh ey replieds Mr Lee. 
And thus. ended. the tripl of a, g8nips,who tha 2 


we. 
cauſed alarms and fur, oc of _ 
ws, law; Sang nf im £0 4 
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